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D.O. No. 5-21/2025-PN.11 mg?(//VWSHED/ 2078 _
&Du\ HD('O\MA) /-{AA/ EAE j' oo eee
. ; i 's communications dated
I would like to draw your kind attention to this [)8_03”?‘3“‘222_0 4 33.08.2025. in
05.04.2025, 05.05.2025. 20.06.2025. 17.07.2025, 30.07.2025, 13.08.2025 ad' : t-h ~C < 1
compliance of the judgment dated 24.03.2025 of Hon'ble Supreme Court of India in the rudm;m
Appeal No. 142572025 [SLP (Crl.) No. 13324/2024), which underscores the 'urgcnt need lor
comprehensive measures to address mental health concerns among students. A National Task Force
has been constituted and mandated to submit its interim report by end of September 2025 and final
report by December, 20235, 7 )
— ’//
2. The Task Force has since commenced deliberations and launched a dedicated website/portal
{kttps://ntf.education.gov.in) to gather diverse perspectives through survey questionnaires from
stidents. parents, faculty members, mental health service providers. Institutional representatives.
and general public including alumni, NGOs, and concerned citizens.
3. In this regard. [ also had a meeting with ACS/Pr. Secretary/Secretary, Higher & Technical
— Education and nominatéd Nodal Ufficers of States/UTs on 27.08.2025 wherein all State/UT
v Wts have been requested to get the Institutional Survey filled-up by Higher Education
0< { ’744 Institutions of their respective State/UT. So far. responses have been received from 2.47.868
/__rd_gudents; 38,152 faculty: 35,741 parents; 2288 HEIs; 1766 mental health providers and 57.4]1
v ! concerned cilizens. As far as [nstitutional Survey is concerned, a large number of Higher Education
Institutions have not filled-up the respective Survey Form. Now. the National Task Force has
"? Wd the date for submission of responses on its website. All HEIs registered under AISHE
re required to complete the institutional survey by 4'h Octobemming their
w ’1/0'1/ Credentials. —_—
o At
O& qﬁh,ln view of the above, | would therefore seek your kind cooperation and request you on the
T o oTwing:- .
TA L
S G) Kindly inSllgl:Iti l:igh.er CEdzcaii‘oT [nstitutions (HEIs) of your State/UT to complete the survey
. ing A ogin Credential. )
8 (17}5((4 -;)P{f?)rm using g ?
NS CC\ \Lﬁ (i) Ad\’nsc §talc Regulatory Authorities in the field of Higher Education for wider dissemination “'
}(/} C{IVJ «“ of websjje of NTF-Mental Health and urge them to further direct HEIs to fill the survey,
2P o QL ) ’
;JDPB (1) Kindly instruct nominated State Nodal Officer to provide requisite data/infarmation to NTF
Tk as decided in the m'ee(mg of NTF held with them on 06.08.2025. o copy of D.O. letter dated
2! 25.08.2025 along with summary of discussion is enclosed for reference.
SYyea\wM|zezs
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(iv) Heads of HEIs may be instructed to provide requisite data/information with regurd 10
mechanism/initiatives taken to promote mental health and wellbeing of students and to
facilitate vigit of NTF as and when they come to their Institution.

5. 1 would be grateful if you could kindly issuc nccessary advisory to Higher Education
Institutions/Education related Regulatory Bodies from your end to expedite the matter and
issuc the Press Note also. Your prompt action in this regard will greatly contribute to foster a
safer and more supportive environment for students.

6. Ms. Rina Sonowal Kouli, Joint Secretary (Email: rinasonowal.edu@nic.in and Phone No.

011-23385162 and 0-1123381721) of this Department who is the Convenor of the National
Task Force. may be contacted In case ol any further assistance in the matier.

LTlh\ Su_amal,«/ .
Yours sincerely,

Z‘xmﬂlv

(Dr.Vinect Joshi)

ACS / Pr. Secretary / Sccretary to Higher & Techuoical Education, All State / UT
Governments
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[\ \L‘l /}\/79“‘('”@"“)

Please refer to this Department’s Olfice Memorandum of cw‘:n numbcr' dap(ud-OS..Od.zozs
reganding Naiional Task Force (NTF) constituted by the Hen'ble Supreme Court of India vide us'Judgmcm
datad 24.03.2025 i Criminal Appeal No. 142572025 [SLP (Crl.) No. 133‘24/2924] ‘conccmlng ulasucs
relating to mental health of students and the prevention of student suicides in Higher Educational
Institutions, and the discussion held with Nodal Officers on 06.08.2025.

2. The National Task Force has started dcliberation on the issues as per the mandute entrusted to il by

Hon'ble Supreme Court and is required to submit its interim report by September 2025 and tinal report
within cight menths from the date of the order.

3. A copy of smnmary, of discussion held on 06.08.2025 is enclosed for reference. It has been inter-alia

decided to provide requisite data/information w.r.t. mental health and suicide prevention initiatives in
higher education with NTF.

4. Accordingly, the following information/data has beun requesied by the NTF:-
i

Please share infonnation on existing or ongoing initiatives for student mental health and suicide
prevention in higher education, including the following details:

Nature of the initiative, including goals and method of implementation (mot more than 10 bullet
points)

Launch year .

Funding source, if any, for the initiative, and the funding amount
Number of institutes covered so far

Any outcome evaluation being carricd out (less than 250 words)

Challenges faced in implementation (less than 250 words)
Any suggestions (500 words or less)

o

wmoe pan T

Specific actionable suggestions from the State authorities on implementing /strengthening
mechanisins for student mental health and suicide

. prevention in higher cducation institutes (bullet
points, not more than 250-300 words) : ’

4. In view of the above, I would request you to kindly provide the above information / data by 4®
September, 2025, 50 as to enable the NTF to analyze the data and frame cfTective recommendations.

With regards,

Yours sincerely,
Encl: As above

(Rina Souowal Kouli)
Nominated Nodal Officers from States/UTs

Copy to0:

Lr. Secretarles/Secretaries of igher & Technical Education Department

N,
ala



Minutes of the National Tagk Force -

Meeting with Nod
States and Unlon Terrltorles ( al Officars of

Q August 2025, 2.00 pm)

1. An online meeling of the National Task Force wil

h the n

raspaclive stales and union territorles was held on lhe 6th 2?:1;;:1’;?82322”0'”!“ oy e

2. g;e :r?:\\::\‘:eft ;T\ \I\‘;e NEcmona\. Task Force (NTF), Ms. Rina Sonowal Kaull (Joint Secretary,
P Ol Righer Education), began the meeting by welcoming the state nodal officers.

She \lniormed the nodal oﬂ\cerslabout the composition of the NTF and welcomed Dr. Vineet
Joshi, Secretary (DoHE), who is serving as the Member Secretary of the NTF. She briefly
explained how the NTF was set up through a Supreme Court judgment, the surveys to be
\aunched for varlous stakeholders, and the fleld visits thal have been conducted and are
planned by the NTF to gather information about the mental health of students and issues

surrounding suicides and sulcide prevention in higher education institutions.

3. The Chair of the NTF, Justice S. Ravindra Bhat, referred to the Supreme Court Judgment
dated 24th March 2025 and described the mandate of the Task Force to cover HEIs across
the entire country and submil a report on the factors associated with student mental health
and measures that may be taken to strengthen mechanisms for suicide prevention. He

shared that the NTF had thus far held around 20-25 internal meetings and divided the
members into subgroups focused on different aspects of the study undertaken, such as
llerature review, designing surveys, and so on. The diverse disciplinary tralning of the
members has enabled a multi-pronged approach to collecting the required information. He
gave an overview of this approach—online surveys and an open space to share views on
the NTF website, which is lo be launched soon—along with institutional visits, a few of
which have already been conducted. He highlighted the fact that HEls of all kinds will be
covered, including central universities, state universities, private universities, affiliated
colleges, and so on. The interim report of the NTF is due on 30th September, while the full
report has to be submitied wilthin eight months from the constitution of the NTF, i.e., by
December 2025. This was followed by the NTF members and the nodal officers introducing
themselves.
Dr. Aqsa Shaikh presented a glimpse of the available NCRB data pertaining to student
suicides, highlighting the increasing number of suicides among students and the
percentage share of student suicides. She poinled out that, as par the 2022 NCRB data,
student suicides surpassed those of farmers. She further highlighted that these fiqures are
only indicative because they are based on FIRs and therefore do not Inciude all Incldences

of student suicides. Moreover, sulcide figures are just the tip of the iceberg, and we need
to take into account the much higher prevalence of suicide attempts, suicidal ideatlon, and
distress among students.
5. Prof. Mary E. John discussed the research methodology, invelving multiple modes of
gathering information aboul the problems faced by students that iead to isolation, anxiety,
and depression, and can also lead to suicldes. The Task Force has pianned feld visits to
various HEIs, comprising a small sample of varlous types of institutes across regions, as it
1s not feasible 1o visit a large number within the time frame of the NTF. Sha briefly explainad
the pilot visits in Delhi and Bangalore and how these provided Impaortant insights for
planning more such visits.
Dr. Nidhi S. Sabharwal oxplained tha purpose and nature of the online surveys of the NTF
She detalled the five surveys thet have been designed for HERs, students, faculty, parents,
and mental health service providers, In addition to the surveys to be filled out by heads of
higher education Instltutes.
7. Prof. Rajendra Kachroo emphasised the Importance of engaging with people in each state
who have already been working on thaese issues and have thought about them Iin depth.



(o]

ions should be identified and encouraged to offer their
formed the group about th? ‘0peﬂ spatc;e Oﬁ the website
ressing views and opinions on the issues under
ple fo share their suggestions. Thus, he appealeq 1o

i i i h stak
Dr. Alok Sarin outlined the plan 1o gather the required {nfc:rmz:;Osns i;’;f:,ig ogal eilzlgzr
consultations with a wide variety of groups. such as medica pre”ence Wo.rkmg o thesé
mental health experts, policy experts, and those who have e)fp o o eme
issues in other committees, and so on. He asked the no@al ofﬁce:sk e ey sty
designing such consultations and help the NTF in choosing the stake

These individuals and organisat
insighls to the Task Force. He in
that will provide a forum for exp
consideration and will also allow peo .
the nodal officers to direct people to the website.

Adv. Aparna Bhat explained her role as the Amicus Cun‘ae.’ in addition to bel(r"t?1 a member
of the Task Force. She reports lo the Supreme Court o provide updates about the progr?ss
of the NTF. She is also tasked at various times with filing a status report on student suicide
e. She emphasised that the help of the nodal

cases of which the Court takes cognizanc ' !
officers would be useful in such cases for gathering information as well as filing court

reports. The Supreme Court has taken note of the role of nodal officers seriously, regarding
their administrative cooperation as well as their facilitation of the work of the NTF.

meet.

10. Expectations from the state nodal officers: Dr. Seema Mehrotra noted the three main areas

where the support of the state nodal officers and the state machinery is needed for the

work of the Task Force.

11. First, coordinated efforts and support from the state nodal officers are needed to facilitate

field visits by the Task Force from time to time to different regions and institutes of higher
education, as well as to organise open forums in these towns and cities where students
from a variety of institutions and stakeholders could have an opportunity to interact with

the Task Force team.

12. Second, the state nodal officers are requested to send circulars to all institutes of higher
education in their state (government, government-aided, and private colleges; state and
central universities) to ensure maximum participation in the online surveys by students and
faculty members in higher education institutes, as well as to ensure that HEIs complete
and submit the institute surveys by the end of August 2025.

Third, the state nodal officers are requested to share any information regarding state-level
reports on student mental health and any initiatives related to suicide prevention and
mental health promotion specifically being undertaken for higher education institutes. A
template will be provided for sharing these details.

Justice Bhat emphasised that the NTF is mandated to consult with state governments to
gather inputs and requested them to share their strategies and insights. The representative
of the Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment drew attention to the struggles faced
by marginalised students in higher education and promised support and cooperation to the
NTF in spreading awareness, publicising the website, and encouraging people to take the

13.

14.

surveys.
Some of the nodal officers, particularly from Kerala, Bihar, Rajasthan, and Madhya

Pradesh, briefly highlighted the relevant programmes already existing in their states. The
chair requested them to share the same with the NTF.

15.

16. The nodal officers were informed about the launch of the website and the surveys

scheduled as part of the press meet on 8 August 2025, which would be livestreamed for
them lo watch online, Adv. Aparna Bhat requested the nodal officers to disseminate the
press release in thelr stale, along wilh a vernacular translation of the document.



17.Mr. Arman Ali offered the vote of thanks, reiterating the valuable role of the states and the
imporlance of the cooperation and support of the nodal officers for the National Task Force
to achieve its goals.

List of Atter{dees

F No \ Member

P. \;J'ust‘\c;e (Retd.)) S. Ravindra Bhat, Former Judge, Supreme Court of India,

| Chairperson

2. Dr. Alok Sarin, Consultant Psychiatrist, Sitaram Bhartia Institute of Science &
Research, New Delhi, Member

Disabled People, Member

tk J Prof. Rajendar Kachroo, Founder, Aman Satya Kachroo Trust, Member
5.

\ Mr. Arman Ali, Executive Director, National Centre for Promotion of Employment for

Dr. Seema Mehrotra, Professor of Clinical Psychology, NNMHANS, Member

\ 6 Dr. Nidhi S. Sabharwal, Associate Professor, Centre for Policy Research in Higher
\ Education, NIEPA, New Delhi, Member

7. Prof. Mary E. John (Retired), Former Director, Centre for Women's Development
Studies, New Delhi, Member

\ 8 Prof. Virginius Xaxa, Visiting Professor, Institute for Human Development (IHD), New
Delhi, Member

\

9. | Dr. Agsa Shaikh, Professor, Department of Community Medicine, Hamdard Institute
J of Medical Sciences and Research, New Delhi, Member

X 10. \ Ms. Aparna Bhat, Senior Advocate (as amicus curiae), Member

\ 11. | Shri Amit Yadav, Secretary, Social Justice & Empowerment
|

12. Dr Anju Rathi Rana, Secretary, Department of Legal Affairs, Ministry of Law and
Justice

[13. } Shri Biswaranjan Sasmal, Additional Secretary, M/o Saocial Justice & Empowerment

|

Ms, Preeti Pant, Joint Secretary, Ministry of Women and Child Development,
Government of India

15.

Ms. Rina Sonowal Kouli, Joint Secretary, Department of Higher Education,
Convener of the Task Force

‘—16. YProf. Vinod Kumar Shanwal, Manodarpan Cell, NCERT
‘ 17.

\ Shri Sunil Sharma, Director, D/o School Education & Literacy
F& \ Shri Devendra Kumar Sharma, Director, D/o Higher Education




List of Attendees (Nodal Officers)

S. | State/uT Name & Designation
No
1. | Punjab |'Shrl Sanyam Aggarwal, Director, Higher Education
S R Dr. J.P Singh D.D College Education Directorate of Higher Education
2. | Ladakh Ms. Bhanu Prabha, Administrative Secretary Higher Education
3. | Rajasthan Dr. Om Prakash Bairwa. Commissioner College Education, Higher]
S Education
4. | Madhya Shri Prabal Sepaha, Higher Education Government of Madhya
Pradesh Pradesh
S. | Delhi Ms. Anjali Sehrawat, Director, Social Welfare
Shri Ram Phool, Deputy Director, Higher Education
6. | Himachal Dr. Amarjeet Kumar Sharma Director, Higher Education, Shimla
Pradesh
7. | Dadra Nagar | Sh. Shivam Teotia, Director-Cum-Joint Secretary, Higher and Technical
Haveli D.D. | Education
uT
8. | Chandigarh Sh. Amandeep ‘Singh Bhatti, Additional Secretary, Higher Education !
9. | Goa Shri Bhushan Savaikar, Director, Education I
10. | Andaman & | Shri K. Ajit Kumar, Deputy Secretary, Higher Education
Nicobar
Islands
11. | Arunachal Dr. Milorai Modi, Director, Higher & Technical Education
Pradesh
12. | Karnataka Prof. Shobha G., Director, D/o Collegiate Education 7
13. | Jammu & | Dr. Sheikh Ajaz Bashir, Director Colleges Higher Education
Kashmir
14. | Kerala Dr. Sharmila Joseph, Principal Secretary, Higher Education ’
15. | Manipur Dr. David Elangbam, Joint Secretary, Higher & Technical Education j
16. | Sikkim Mr. Gyalshten Sherpa, Joint Director Higher and Technical Education
17. | Andhra Dr. Narayana Bharath Gupta, Director, Education Department
Pradesh Dr. Krishna, Joint Director, Education Department
18. | Puducherry Shri Aman Sharma Director, Higher & Technical Education
19, | West Bengal | Sri Jaydip Mukhopadhya, Senior Special Secretary, Higher Education
m. Meghalaya Shrl David D. Sangma, Secretary, Education Department
21. | Lakshadweep | Shri. C. Attakoya Lecturer, DIET, Directorate of Education Kavaratli
22. | Tamil Nadu Tmt. K. Karpagam, Joint Secretary, Higher Education Department
23. | Haryana Sh. S. Narayanan IFS, Secretary, Haryana Government Higher
Education : _
24. | Bihar Shri Nasim Ahmed, Deputy Director, Higher Education




Mrs. Prerna Assistant Direclor Department of Higher Education.
25. | Chhattisgarh

26. \ Mizoram

Dr. Raj Lakshami Selat, OSD, Higher Education

Shri  K.Lalhmangaihzuala, Joint Secretary, Higher & Technical
Education

27. | Gujarat Shri Dilip Rana, Commissloner, Higher Education Department ,
Ms. Arti Thakkar, Addl. Commissioner, Higher Education Departmen
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d. /No P-13013/32/2025-Policy
I Gk / Government of India
armf® = Ak ARERa e/ Ministry of Social Justice &
Empowerment)
Regimad qufraRor
Department of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities
(Divyangjan) .
qiaa ad, ) R, oRa dacaa AR W, M AN 3 dPE, AN A, T Re -
. 110003
st Eloor, B Wing, Pt. Deendayal Antyodaya Bhawan, CGO
Complex, Lodhi Road New Delhi-110003

fRAT#/Date: 2 May
2025
To.

1. Ofo CCPD, Dwarka. New Delhi
2 All O/o SCPDs (as per list attached)

Subject: Request for Data and Information as per the Na}tional
Task Force (NTF) Deliberations on Mental Health and Prevention of
Student Suicides in Higher Education Institulions

Respected Sir/Madam,

1 am directed to refer to the subject mentioned above and to
enclose herewith a copy of DO letter dated 19.05.2025 from M/o
Education along with enclosures for reference.

2. M/o Education vide their Office Memorandum dated 05.04.2025
constituted a National Task Force, pursuant to the Hon’'ble Supreme
Court of India’s judgment dated 24.03.2025 in Criminal Appeal No.
142572025 [SLP (Crl) No. 13324/2024). The judgment addresses
critical issues concerning the mental health of students and the
prevention of student suicides in Higher Education Institutions. The
NTF is mandated to submit its interim report within four months and its

final report within eight months from the date of the order, i.e., by
24.07.2025 and 24.11.2025, respectively.

3. As part of the NTF’s ongoing deliberations, the following
information/data are required from DEPwD:

i. Data concerning students with disabilities pursuing higher education

supported under various schemes by the Department of Empow
of Persans with Disabilities (DEPwD), P poterment

ii. Information on complaints received by the Office of the Chief



Commissioner for Persons with Disabilities .anrJ'a'H‘ State Qommxssiom:rs
for Disabilities regarding students with disahilities facing barricrs i,
accessing higher education,

4, In view of the above, 1 kindly requesl you to provide the
aforementioned  information/data  (3.ii) by _27.05.2025 for further

submission to M/o Education within the requested timeline. This will
enable the NTIF to analyze the data and frame effective
recommendations lo foster a safer and more supportive academic

environment for students.
Your prompt responsc in the matter will be highly appreciated.

ﬁ%.wﬁ

(Debala Bhattacharjee)

Enclosures: As mentioned above

Under Secretary to the Government of India

(email:debala.joarder@gov.in)
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Pietierales snrmo Doprnimeant’s Onice Memeszndum of evzn number dated 03.04.2025 reuaréing
Al Tank Force 'NTE) ronsutured by the Hon'dle Supreme Coust of Indiz vide its judament dutad
L223134n Crimanal .&;:p:.l Nao 122572025 [SLP (Cil)) No. 13224:2024] cencerming Issues relating fo
el her b alateeenn and the prevention of student szicides 1n Higher Educations! Instituticns. A copy
“TONM Za020d 1332 2025 alonz w1ih copy of judgemernt dated 24 03 2023 is 2gair erclosed for reference

A owass zrn already aware the National Task Force has started dehiberation on the issucs 2s per the
mandalt entrueied Wit By HenTole Supreme Court and is required to subinit its interim report within four
= onths wick fdnal eopent withia eight months from the date of the order.

3 As pwn of ‘nez ongang deliberaticns of the MTF, the following information’data has teen requested by
: Datz conzeming students with diszbilitics pursuing higher education with support trem Dep: of

mmpewerment of Persors with Disabifities (DEPwD) under various schenes
B infonmzation on complains rezeivad by the Oftice of the Chizl Commissionzr for Persons with

m

Disabtlizics and 2l! the state comumissioners for disabilities regarding students witl dissoilities
fzeing barner, in aczessing higher education.

Loln zs ef the conve, [aould requeat you to kindly provide the 2bove infonmation 7 data by 30" May
2325, o ax w enanle the NTF (0 z2nalyze the data and frame effective reconimendaiions

5 Yourmanediniz and {ull cooperation is essential for facilitating a safer and mors supportive academic

crsitonanznl for siudents

With regards,
Yours sucerely,
K‘(\/Qﬂﬂrf ¢
-~

rnzl As zbove {Rina Sonowal Kouli)

Si. Rajesh Agzarwal
Sccretary

Deptt, of Persons with Disabilitics X M
i

Copsty -
'\M )

1 S5 Amat Yodav, Seceetary, Mimsiry of Sacial Justice and Empawerment

2 st Brewarpn Sl Addl Seerctary. Minsty of Social Justice and Empowermient. 68.



1TEM NO. 1602 COURT ND.13 SECTION II-C

SUPREME COURT OF I NDIA
RECORD OFF PROCEEDINGS

criminal Appeal No.1425/2026 @ SLP(Crl.)No.13324/2024

AMIT KUMAR & ORS., Appellant(s)

VERSUS
UNION OF INDIA & ORS, Respondent(s)

[ HEARD BY : 1ON. J.B. PARDIWALA AND HON, R. MAHADEVAN, JJ. ]
IA No. 208458/2024 - EXEMPTION FROM FILING O.T.

Date : 24-03-20258 This appeal was called on for pronouncement
of  Jjudgment today.

For Appellant(s)
. Mr. Mchmood Pracha, Adv.

Mr. R. H. A. Sikander, AOR

Mr, Jatin Bhatt, Adv.

Mr, Sanawar, Adv,

Mr. Kshitij Singh, Adv.

Ms. Nujhat Naseem, Adv.

Mr. Sikander, Adv.

For Respondent(s) :Mr. Brijender chahar, A.S.G.
Ms. Mrinal Gopal Elker, AOR
Ms. Chhavi Khandelwal, Adv.
Ms., Shruti Verma, Adv.

Mr. Mukesh Kumar Maroria, AOR
Mr. Abhijit Pandove, Adv.

Mr. Amit Sharma Ii, Adv.

Mrs. Bani Dikshit, Adv.

Mr. Varun Chugh, Adv.

Mr. Gaurang Bhushan, Adv.
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1.

Ms. Nripal Gopal Elker, Adv.
Ms. Cchhavi Khandelwal, Adv.
Nr. Aditya Chaudhary, Adv.

The Bench comprising Hon’ble Mr. Justice J.B. Pardiwala and

Non'ble Nr. Justice R.M. Mahadevan pronounced the judgment.

2.

-~

9.

Leave granted.

The relevant portion of the signed reportable judgment is as

under: -

“69. The recurring instances of student suicides in Higher
Educational Institutions, including private educational
institutions, serve as a grim reminder of the inadequacy and
ineffectiveness of the existing legal and institutional
framework in addressing mental health concerns of students on
campuses and to prevenf the students from taking the extreme
step of committing suicides. These tragedies underscore the
urgent need‘for a more robust, comprehensive, and responsive
mechanism to address the various factors which compel certain
students to resort to taking their own lives. In light of the
concerns expressed above, a National Task Force to address the
mental health concerns of students and prevent the commission
of suicides in Higher Educational Institutions is being

constituted and shall comprise of the following members:

Crl.A.N0.1425/2025 5
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AN S UK

Vi,

vil.

viii.

ix.

Justice 8. Ravindra Bhat, bormer Judge, supreme Coure

Tndia, ay the Chatrpersang

r. Alok Sarin, Consultant psyuhimr.ist, Ssitaram Bhartig

mstitute of Scionge & Research, New pelhi;

Proft. Nary E. John (retired), Former Director, Centre for

women ' s Development Studies, New Delhi;

Ne. o Arman Ald, Executive Director, National Centre for

Promotion of Employment for Disabled People;

Frof. Rajendar Kachroo, Founder, Aman Satya Kachroo
Trust,;

Dr. Aqsa Shaikh, Professor of the Department of Community
Nedicine in Mamdard Institute of Medical Sciences and

Research, New bDelhi;

Dr. Seema Mehrotra, Professor of CGlinical Psychology,
NIMHANS,;

Prof. Virginius Xaxa, Visiting Professor at the Institute
for Human Development (IHD), New Delhi;

Dr. Nidhi S. sabharwal, Associate Professor, Centre for

Policy research in Higher Education, National University

of Educational planning and Administration, New Delhi;

‘vl

CrL.A.NO.2425/2025



X« Ms. Aparna Bhat, Senior Advocate (as amicus curiae)._

70. The following shall he the ex-officio members of this

Task Force:

i.Secretary, Department of Higher Education, Ministry of

Education, Government of India;

ii.Secretary, Department of Social Justice & Empowerment,

Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment, Government of

India;

iii. Secretary, Ministry of Women and Child Development,

Government of India;

iv. Secretary, Department of Legal Affairs, Ministry of

Law and Justice, Government of India.

71. We direct the Chief Secretaries of all the States/Union
Territories to nominate a high ranking officer, not helow the
rank of Joint Secretary in the Department of Higher Education
of the respective State/Union Territory, to act as the nodal
officer on behalf of the respective State/Union Territory. We
further direct all .the concerned departments/authorities of
the respective State/Union Territory to cooperate with the

nodal officer concerned and furnish necessary information,

data and assistance as may he sought by such nodal officer.

Crl.A.No,1425/2025 <



Joint Secrctary, pepartment of Higher EdUCﬂtiom

72, The
Government of India shall act as the

Ministry of Education,
convener of the Task Force.

73. The Task Force includes representatives from diverse

fields to ensure an interdisciplinary approach to tackling the
issue of commission of suicides in Higher Educational

Institutions.

74. The remit of this Task Force is to prepare a comprehensive

report that includes:

Identification of the predominant causes which lead to

i ’

commission of suicides by students: An examination of the

various causes which lead to student suicides in Higher

Educational Institutions, including but not 1limited to

caste-based discrimination, gender -based

ragging,
pressure,

discrimination, sexual harassment, academic

burden, mental health related stigma,

financial
discrimination Dbased on ethnicity, tribal 1identity,
disability, sexual orientation, political views,
roligious belief or any other grounds.

ii. Apalysis of Exdisting Requlations: A  thorough

assossment of the effectiveness of current laws,

policles, and institutional frameworks applicable to

2

Crl.A . No.1420/2028
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Higher Educational

Institutions
caste-based

concerning ragging,
and gender-based

discrimination, sexual
harassment, mental health support, support for students

facing academic challenges, financial support to students

in need of funds,

etc., This analysis will evaluate
whether  these frameworks adequately address the
challenges faced by students.

iii. Recommendations for Strengthening

Protections:
Proposing necessary reforms

to the existing legal and
institutional frameworks to ensure stronger enforcement,
accountability, and preventive measures. The Task Force
shall also put forth recommendations to address existing
gaps, create a more inclusive and supportive academic
environment,

and ensure equal opportunities for members
of marginalized communities.

15,

In the process of preparing its report,

the Task Force
shall have the authority to conduct surprise inspections of

any Higher Educationél Institution, Additionally, the Task
Force shall be at liberty to make further recommendations
beyond the specified mandate, wherever necessary, to ensure a
holistic and effective

approach towards

addressing mental-
health concerns of students and eliminating the incidence of

suicides in Higher Educational Institutions. The Task Force is
Crl.A.N0.1425/2025
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requested to take into account the views and concerns of ay)
stakeholders, including those of student unions, whether
elected or nominated and éther studentlrepresentative bodies,
wherever they exist. The Task Force is also requested to seek
representation from and consult the governments of all the
States and Union Territories. The Task Force may also consider
obtaining the views of the different stakeholders by way of
circulating a questionnaire and seeking written responses

thereupon.

76. It 1is clarified  that the term “Higher Educational
Institution” is used broadly to cover all higher educational
institutions, including government and private universities,

deemed to be_ universities, government and private colleges,

etc.

77. The Secretary, Department of Higher Education, Ministry

of Education; the Secretary, Department of Social Justice &

Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment; the

Empowerment,
Secretary, Ministry of Women and. child Development; and the
secretary, Department of Legal Affairs, Ministry of Law and

shall collaborate with the Task

Justice, Government of India,

Force and extend full cooperation by providing all necessary

information, documents, and resources required by the Task
!

Force to effectively carry out its mandate.

Crl.A.N0.1425/2025
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78. The Secretary, Department of Higher Education, Ministry of

Education, Government of 1India shall serve as the Memher-
Secretary of the Task Force. The Ministry of Education,
Government of India shall be responsible for providing all
necessary logistical support to facilitate the functioning of
the Task Force. This shall include making arrangements for
travel, accommodation, and secretarial assistance, as well as
covering all related expenses of the Task Force members. The
Ministry shall provide a sufficiently large office space to
the Task Force for holding its meetings and also to enable the
officials.to carry on its day-to-day activities. Additionally,

the Ministry shall provide an appropriate honorarium to the

members in recognition of their contributions.

79. We also direct that the -Central Government, the
Governments of all the States/Union Territories and agencies
thereof, and Universities shall extend their full and active
cooperation to the Yask Force and provide the requisite data,
information and assist;nce, as may be necessary. In the case
of delay, reluctance or neglect on part of the aforesaid
bodies, the Task Force will be at liberty to approach this

Court through the amicus curiae seeking remedial actions.

80. The Chairperson of the Task Force shall be at liberty to

engage the services of any person for the purpose of providing

Crl.A.N0.1425/2025 , 8



coordinating with the members of th

secretarial assistance in
interim and final report and

Task Force, preparation of the
effective

discharge of any other

for the smooth and
arrying

responsibilities as may arise during the course of ¢
This shall include the

mandate of the Task Force.

out the
and Research

engagement of the services of Data Analysts

Assistants as may be necessary for the effective discharge of

the mandate of the Task Force.

81. The Chairperson of the Task Force shall also be at liberty

to constitute, after due consultation with the members of the

Task Force, committees and sub-committees as may be required

for the purpose of carrying out specific functions.

82. We direct the Union of India to deposit an amount of

Rupees Twenty Lacs (Rs 20,00,000/-) with the Registry within
an outlay for the

two weeks from the date of this order as

initial operations of the Task Force. The amicus curiae shall

liberty to move an appropriate application seeking

be at
funds, whenever

orders for disbursement of any additional
necessary. We clarify that this amount is in addition to the

financial and administrative responsibility of the Ministry of

Education as described aforesaid.

83. The Task Force is requested to present an interim report

crl.A.N0.1425/2025
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withi
ithin four months from the date of this order. The final

report shall be submitted preferably within eight months from
the date of this order.

B4. We treat this matter as part heard. The registry shall

notify this matter after four

report of the

months alongwith the interim

Task Force before this wvery Bench (J.B.

Pardiwvala and R. Mahadevan,

JJ.) after obtaining appropriate
orders from Honourable the Chief Justice of India.”

3. The matter dis part heard in terms of the signed reportable
judgment .

( CHANDRESH) o _ (POOJA SHARMA)

ASTT. REGISTRAR-cum-PS

COURT MASTER (NSH)
(Signed reportable'judgment is placed on the file)

Crl.A.No,1425/2026
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No. 5.21/2025-PN.1
Government of India
Minlstry of Education
Department of Higher Education
(PN.1I Scctlon)

Shastri Bhawan New Dellii,
Dated 5™ April, 2025

OFFICE MEMORANDUM

Subject:- Constitution of the National Task IForce constituted by Supreme Court of India

in the matter of Criminal Appeal No. 1425/2025 @ SLP (Crl) No. 13324/2024

titled Amit Kumar & Ors Vs. Union of India & Ors {n the Supreme Court of
Indin.- reg.

In pursuance of order dated 24.03.2025 of Supreme Court of India, a National Task

Force has been constituted to discuss and dcliberate the issues related to mental health concerns
among students, prevention of commission of the suicides in cducational institutions and
rccommend preventive measures, The relevant portion of the signed reportable judgment dated

24.03.2025 is encloscd for reference, : . : :

2. The composition of the National Task Force is as under:-

0]
(i)

(i)
iv)

(v)
(1)

(v1i)

(viii)

(ix)

(x)

Justice S. Ravindra Bhat, Former Judge, Supreme Court of India, as thg Chairperson;
Dr. Alok Sarin, Consultant Psychiatrist, Sitaram Bhartia Institute of Science & Resecarch,
New Delhi, as the Member; o , '

Prof. Mary E. John (retired), Former Director, Centre for Women's Devclopment
Studies, New Dclhi; as the Member; - - . :
Mr. Arman Ali, Exccutive Dircector, National

Disabled People; as the Member; i . ’ _
Prof. Rajendar Kachroo, Founder, Aman Satya Kachroo Trust; as the r‘.lc_mb“_r' y
Dr :A.qsa Shaikh, Professor. of the Department .of Community Medicine in Hamdar

lns.tilutc of Medjcal Sciences and Rescarch, New Delhi; as the Mc’s’fb‘:r-[h Member

Dr. Seema Mchrotra, Professor of Clinical PsYChOlC.’gY--NIM”AN » 8s ) ]e : (T'”D)

pn‘)f Virginius Xaxa, Visiting Professor at the Institute for Human Developmen ,

gfwrzg:;l;sus ;Z‘;,tx:g;tﬁcr-jd\ssocimc‘mecssor, Centro for Polic.y'Rcsefarchin 133;“
Fd.ucaﬁon NAulionnl Uni\/,t;rsity of Educational Planning and Administration, New Delh;

as-the Member; o B .
Ms. Aparna Bhat, Senior Advocale (as amicus curiae).

Centre for Promotion of Employment for

12
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2.

3. The following arc the cx-officio meémbers of thé Task Force:-

(i)
(i)

(i)
(iv)

(V)

i

Secretary, Department of Higher Education, M/o Education, Govt of India, as the
Member Sceretary

Secrctary, Department of Social Justice & Empovwerment, Ministry of Social Justice &
Empowennent, Government of India;

Secretary, Ministry of Women and Child Develapment, Government of India;

Secretary, Depariment ‘of Legal Affdirs, Ministry of Law and Justice, Government of
India.

Joint Secretary, Departinient of Higher Education, M/o Education — Convenor:

4. The remit of this Task Force is to préparc a comprchensive report that includes:-

iii.

Identification of the predominant causes which lead to commission of suicides
by students: An examination of the various causes which lead to student suicides in
Higher Educational Institutions, including but not limited to ragging, caste-based
discrimination, gender-based discrimination, sexual harassment, academic pressure,
financial burden, mental health related ‘'stigma, discrimination bascd on cthnicity,
tribal identity, disability, sexual orientation, political views, religious beliel or any
other grounds.

Analysis of Existing Regulations: A thorough assessment of the cffectiveness of

- current laws, policics, and inslitutional frameworks applicable to Higher Educational
‘Institutions concerning ragging, caste-based and gender-based discrimination, sexual

harassment, mental health support,*support for students facing academic chalienges,
financial ‘support” to-‘students' in ‘need of funds, etc.” This analysis will evaluate
whether these frameworks adequately address the challenges faced by students.

Recommendations for Strengthening Protections: Proposing necessary reforms to
the existing ‘legal - and - institutional  frameworks to ensure stronger, enforcement,
accountability, ‘and ‘preventive médsures. ‘The Task Force shall -also put forth
recommendations to ‘address- existing ‘gaps, create a more inclusive and supportive

* academic envirohment, and ensure equal’opportunities for members of marginalized

communities.' . ;o v

4. In preparing'its report, the Task Forco shall take into account the views and concerns of all
stakeholders, including those of studént unions, whether elected or nominated and other student
represenlativo bodies, wherever they exist. The Task Force may also seek representation from
and consult the govemments of all the States and Union Territorics. The Task Force may also
consider obtaining the views of the different stakeholders by way of circulating 2 questionnaire
and sceking written responses thereupon. The Task force mity also conduct surprise inspections
of any Higher Educational Institution. Additionally, the Task Force shall be at liberty to make
further recommendations beyond the specificd mandate, whercver nccessary, to ensure a

13



3.

i - concerns of students and
holistic and cffoctive approach towards addressing mental h'cnl'th -
ional Institutiens.

climinating the incidence of suicides in Higher Educati

y to conslitutc, after duc consultation
ay be required for the
any other

5. The Chairperson of the Task Force shall also be at libert '
with the members of the Task Force, committees and sub-commitiecs a5 m '
purposc of carrying out specific functions.  With permission of Chairman,
expertsfofficials can be co-apted by the Committce. .

6. The Task Force is required to present an interim report within four months from the date of
the order. The final report shall be submitted preferably within cight months from the date of

this order.
~ CJ\J
Enc)t AL above. ‘ W - S’X”

(Rina Sonowal Kouli)
Joint Sceretary to Govt. of India

|

All Sccretaries of Union Ministries of Government of India

All Chicf Secretaries / ACS / Pr. Secretary of School, Higher & Technical Education of
States / UTs

Chairman, UGC

Chaimuan, AICTE

Chairman, Bar Council of India

Chairman, National Medical Commission

Vice Chairman, NITI Aayog

Vice Chancellors / Heads of Centrally Funded Higher Education Institutions

Vice Chancellor, National Institute of Educational Planning & Administration

19 =
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Copv to: ,

1. Sccretary, Department of School Education & Literacy — with a request to disseminate
the order among all regulatory and implementing bodies under administrative control
and reguest them to extend their full and active cooperation.

All Bureau Heads of Department of Higher Education — with a request to disseminate the
order among all Educational Institutions under their administrative control and request
them to extend their full and active cooperation.

3. CMIS/NIC- for uploading the Order on Ministry’s websitc as well as on ¢-Office

£

Copv for information to:

PS 10 Hon'ble Education Minister

PS to Hon’ble MoS for Higher Education / Hon'ble MoS for Higher Education
PPS to Secrctary (Higher Education, Ministry of Education)

PPS to Secretary (School Bducation & Literacy, Minister of Education)

PPS to Joint Secretary (Higher Bducation)

Guard File PN-II Section
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=3 foeeh - 110 115
GOVERNMEMT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF EDUCATION
DEPARTMEMNT OF HIGHER EDUCATIOM

D.O. No 3-2172025-PN I SHASTRI BHAVAN
MEV/ DELHI-110 115

W,ﬁr,

Please refer to this Department's Office Memorandum of even number dated 03.04.2025 regarding
National Task Force (NTF) constituted by the Hon’ble Supreme Court of India vide its judzment dated
24.03.2025 in Criminal Appeal No. 1425/2025 [SLP (Crl.) No. 13324/2024] conceming issucs relating to
mental health of students and the prevention of student suicides in Higher Educational Institutions. A copy

Toin' % ina S
Tom 4 Rina Senowal Koulj

T (°d

Joint Sccrcl:ny (Higher Izducation)
Tel. No. 23385162

Fmail: nnasonowal edui nic.in

Date: 19 May 2025

of OM dated 03.04.2025 along with copy of judgement dated 24.03.2025 is again enclosed for referenze

2. As you are already aware the National Task Force has started deliberation on the issues as per the
mandate entrusted to it by Hon'ble Supreme Court and is required to submit its interim report within four

months with final report within eight months from the date of the order.

3. As part ol the ongoing dzliberations of the NTF, the [ollowing information/data has been requested by

the NTF:-
Data concemning students with disabilities pursuing higher education with support fromy Dept of

Empowenment of Persons with Disabilitics (DEPwD) under various schemes.
Information on complaints received by the Office of the Chief Commissioner for I'ersons with

Disabilities and all the state commissioners for disabilities regarding students with disabilities

I

facing barriers in accessing higher education.

4 In view of the above, I would request you to kindly provide the above information 7 data by 30% May
2025, so as 1o cnable the NTF to analyze the duta and frame effective recommendations.

5. Your immediate and full cooperation is essential for facilitating a safer and more supportive academic
environment [or students.

With regards,
Yours sincercly,

Roorots

Encl: As above . .
(Rina Sonowal Koul)

Sh. Rajesh Aggarwal
Secretary
Deptt. of Persons with Disabilities

Copy to: -
I Sho Amit Yaday, Seeretny, Ministry ol Social Justice and Empowermen
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