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L w1 HATAG -

Deeptl Gaur Mukerjee, IA8 i fraeh ¥ é‘
oy #n wmd ernment of India i
™ o.pmmonf of Higher Education 7
“_.Ha.?-d:) .ﬁ@/ 2 Ae 9 5e5 erﬂ' umm’? of D!;':;:tﬂon
v
VS(B_'L_,’- - Dated:29.09.2026 £y

."D.0. No. 18.2/2026-8kt.| |
o IJ(.M \[‘:\- ) s “ﬂ""‘"‘ \oq‘I/-H?WZ"}'W

> R O il
o) A : of Kashi Tamil
(o € | am writing In connection with thesprganizing of the ftf"‘b:‘?,'“g;&
s amam (KT8 E.0) from 20th November, 2028 fo 12th December.
- ¢, was initiated t0

' ' iste
by the Hon'ble Prime Minis Nt and Tami

2. Kashi Tamil Sangamam, enylisioned
graced by the

celebrate, reaffirm and strengthen the age-old civilisational links bele;fr'la
Nadu. The first and second editions of Kashi Tamil Sangamam
estesmed presence of the Hon'ble Prime Minister. )
3. The theme of KTS 5.0 will.be “Thirukkural Payilvom - Thirukktilf;;l' ::ehvas Karen™.
Thirukkural is a classical Tamil text of enduring ethical and moral sign .

4. It Is expected that around 1,400 people from Tamil Nadu will pamdpa_te_rln s:‘r:en'
groups of about 200 persons each. The seven categories will be: S.tudants. eac rS:
Wiriters and Media Professionals; Agriculture and Allied Sector; Professnon_als and Artisans,
Women; and Spiritual. A major proportion of each category will comprise of youth and

students.

%""‘{mg.‘ e The tour of these participants will be of eight days, comprising four days of travel
1’5[5" -1 _and four days of visits and progfammes. The groups will gommence their journey on
.-/suocessive days. The itinerary will include Varanasi, Prayagraj and Ayodhya, with cultural,

b/ academic, domain-specific and spiritual engagements, including the Tamil Circuit in Kashi.
Local visits to be curated by IRCTC, BHU and local administration.

m%) As In the previous editions, itihas been decided that IIT-M and BHU will be the nodal
(e v
s mwiastitutions for implementing KTS 5.0 in collaboration with the Govt. of UP.

]
qul In this régard, the tour itinerary is to be decided by BHU in consyltation with the UP
Govt, and the same will be shared with IRCTC for making all arrangements.

; IRCTC will coordinate with the BHU Nodal Officers and the Development
Commissioner, Varanasi/District Administrations of Varanasl, Prayagraj and Ayodhya for

facilitating the stay and local visits of the delegates in these cities. The Government of Uttar
mg;'mhmxg Administrations may kindly facilitate the necessary arrangements in this
fegarsl and extand requisite support to IRCTC for identfication and booking of sutable
ho;pn'm in Vara 44 7"’"9""‘9““ may also kindly be made for reserving beds at a local

nasi to meet any medical requirements during the programme. A copy of

30- :°"'°°Pl note in this regard is enclbsed. _
&w + _Govemment of Uttar Pradesh '
20" 7 during the last #8h may undertake the outdoor publicity as was done
4 attend the apeciy) e C. 18t locdl pecple of Varanasi get to know abaut the event and
1

: Programmes fo People-to-people connection.

)
TN ¥, 21073,
Room No, 2107, cm:‘i“ -2, wf fReef—110001

— L &
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10. |, therefore, request you tb direct the administrations of Varanasl, Prayagraj and

hya to Initiate the necessary preparatory action and make

gvrot%iyimooth and successful organ/sation gﬂi 850, “arpas/outes-10-be- :

W@Lﬂamwa_ also kindly be sensitised and necassary
arangements made to ensure the smooth movement and Travel of the delegates. | look

forward to your continued cooperation and support in ensuring the successful conduct of

the event.
3, M f“’é 0‘*& J
‘ Yours sincerely,

T (Deepti er«ﬂ
i
‘l :

!

Shri S.P. Goyal,
Chief Secretary,
B-Block, Lok Bhawan, -
U.P. Secretariat, Vidhan Sabha Marg,
Lucknow,
Uttar Pradesh-226001 \ :

|

I

e sam v A e . ——
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Anlil Malik, LA.S. G f&a‘-ﬂ-noo:z?ﬂ
Secretary nmta xmh Government of India

D.0. No. ECCE/B8/2026-CPMU
%;:hllf Secretary, @
o‘:fH‘J Je

26™ October, 2026

/
= 1 would like to draw your kind attention to my earlier D.O. letter of even number

d 13™ April, 2026 regarding the implementation of action items emerging from the
'0 National Conference of Chief Secretaries (NCCS) under the theme “Early

iidhood Education: Laying the Foundation”. As you may recall, the Conference
red Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) as a critical foundation for

f.},i‘? '_‘ < & iéevelopment of human capital and the realisation of Viksit Bharat @2047.

The Conference identified 21 time-bound action items to achieve universal and

quality ECCE through the Anganwadi system and convergence with partner

Ministries/Departments. While significant progress has been made, implementation of

some action items requires further acceleration. At the review held by the Chief

Executive Officer,. NITI Aayog, on 15" October, 2026, action item 8, which remains

delayed in a few States, and action items 18 and 19, due for completion by December
2026, were flagged for priority attention. ' ;

3. Action item 18 focusses on strengthening community engagement for ensuring
greater role of family and community in child rearing. In this regard, guidelines for
stitution of Anganwadi Management Committees (AMCs) for each Anganwadi
have been issued on 25% July, 2026 to provide an institutional mechanism for
community engagement. The constitution of AMCs for each Anganwadi needs to
be ensured by the end of November 2026. They are expected to facilitate regular
engagement through Tithi Bhojan, donations of toys, clothes and learning materials,

and community competitions on nutrition and childcare practices.

4. Action item 18 also envisages adoption of Anganwadis by universities and
colleges, student engagement through research, intemships and fieldwork, and
birthday celebrations by secondary school students at AWCs. In this connection, the
University Grants Commission (UGC) has issued an advisory to all Higher Education
Institutions (HEJs) vide its communication dated 2 April, 2026. | request you to
kindly take up the matter with State Universities and Colleges to integrate these
recommendations Into thelr curricula and make them a regular part of academic
activities. Similarly, visit of secondary school students to nearby Anganwadi
Centre may also be institutionalised through the issue of specific advisory /

guldelines. /

O Contdu

nf¥el ¢4 a1d Rama gy,

Minlstry of Women & Child Developmens

Room No, 6501, 6" Floor, Zone-§, GPOA-3, Netajl Nagar, N-( Delhi~110 023
Tel.: 011-24103586, 011-24106731, E-mall; secy.wcd@gov.in, Website; hupl:f!www.wcd.gowln
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b Action item 19 recommends to allocate 2.3 rooms to Anganwadis at the time of
' of a new Gowvt. primary school or its upgradation. Department of School
Education and Literacy (DoSEL) has advised State Education Departments to make
the necessary provision for Anganwadi Centres in construction plans or through
renovation/ expansion of existing school Infrastructure in coordination with the State .
WCD Department. It will be helpful if the recommendation s incorporated In the
guidelines of School Education Department to formalize an administrative
framework mandating construction of 2-3 rooms for Anganwadi Centres
whenever fresh construction or major renovation work for a school is

undertaken.

onstruction

6.  The progress of all these action items is expected to be presented during the
6" NCCS scheduled to be held in December 2026. | would, therefore, request you to
kindly direct the authorities concerned to share progress report in respect of allthe 21 -
action items by the last day of each month to facilitate timely updating the consolidated
implementation status on the dedicated CS Conference Portal.

7. A tabular statement indicating the targets, timelines and actions required is
enclosed as Annexure.

8. Further, | would also solicit your personal attention for ensuring that all the
action items emerging from the sub-theme 1 of 5" NCCS are completed in a timely -
manner. Given the involvement of multiple Departments, particularly Health,
Education, Panchayati Raj, Rural Development and Agriculture, an early meeting of
the State Steering Committee of Mission Saksham Anganwadi and Poshan 2.0 may
also be convened to ensure coordinated action.

9. | look forward to your continued cooperation in this important matter.

With regards,

Yours sincerely,
Encl: As above.

(Anil Malik)

Chief Secretaries of all States.
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ACTION TAKEN STATUS ON ACTION ITEMS EM

Ministry of

Government of India
Women and Chilg Development

ERGING FROM 5t
DECEMBER, 202 5 " 5™ NATI
N R, 2025 ON SUB-THEME: EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATIO?!ﬂAtAs?N'g'?zE:%%:E:THgF S
- N
ecommendation [Actio
F n kems Targets & Timeline Action to be taken by States/UTs ‘\
1. :;”Qﬂ’e“""gN::ggghn it:telﬁ UT:-‘} tod achieve|States/UTs: - States / UTs to ensure compiiance with
. uction of underweight, . Protocol i
undations fon  stunted and wasteg °© TO achieve 1% C:ildren.m MameaTon ok Mo
children children. annual reduction in

States/ UTs to formulate|

region specific SNP
recipes to enhance
cultural acceptability,

nutrient density and diet
diversity.

Establish new Poshan
Vatikas in oonvergence#
with MoA and MoPR for
enhancing SNP  with
seasonal fresh local fruits

Underweight and
stunted children.

To achieve 0.5%
annual reduction in
wasted children.

To establish 1 lakh
new Poshan|-
Vatikas.

To ensure Appetit
Test of 100% SAM
children.

o States/ UTs to establish additional
Vatikas. Out of 2 lakh Poshan Vatilas to
established, a State/UT may
Poshan Vatikas at least in number

to that of Sakham
sanctioned.

Mo Agriculture & Farmers
(MOAFW), vide letter dated 17.7.2026,
extended support for providing the seed,
planting materials and cultivaling seasona
vegetables, spices and fruits to Anganwad
Centres as admissible under the guideline:

tos: gk P . “ of Mission for Integrated Development o
and vegetables [Timeline: 31 March Horticulture (copy enclosed).

027] —

S

o! @Q%

_J ’AQ, & ﬁd
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Ensure and monitors -
appetite test and referrals retesluTs:
of SAM children as peq * Further, 1% annual
CMAM Protocol. P iction i
; underweight and
stunted children
« Further, 0.5%

annual reduction in
wasted children

+« To establish 2 lakh

new Poshan
Vatikas.
[Timeline: 31 August|
2028]

The State

!Wnistry of Panchayati Raj (MoPR)
issued advisory, vide letler dated 17 4 2026
to all States and UTs to leverage ;
Raj Institutions for identification
provision of suitable small parcels of
near AWCs such as Panchayat land,
village land, or any other

community/ Govemnment land for
establishment of Poshan Vatikas (

enclosed).
counterparts of i;onl

Departments may be approached fotf
obtaining support/ inputs for Poshan
Vatika. !

MoHFW vide D.O. dated 31.8.2026 has been|
requested to ensure 100% Appefite Test uq
SAM children identified at the AWC. With the!
support of State Heaith Department, 100%

" Appetite Test of SAM children identified

at the AWCs may be ensured (
enclosed).

ocused Intervention
n ECCE for ear
ears (birth to thr

ears)

visits for
provide

learning.

. Children will be observed
during home visits by the
AWW for developmental

milestones  using

checklist integrated with{2027]

Conduct regular home|

children to
guidance on
nutrition, health, and earl

Tracking of 50%!
children in AWCs.

« To prepare AV Aids.

« Monthly  Shishu
Diwas to b

observed In all
AWCs.

™

al[Timeline: March

23 Home Visits have been institutionaiized
cover pregnancy (4th month) till culd Is 3
years through revised Home Visit
(HVS). AV aids aligned with Navchetana
been integrated with HVS to be shown
parents! caregivers by AWWSs.

Regular home visits shalil be
by AWWs providing guidance to
caregivers on nutrition, haalth, care,

&
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the Poshan Tracker fo
systematic monitoring
and follow-up.

* Tracking of 1099,
children |n AWCs.

. (Timeline: 39
Equip AWWs with low 028)

cost/ no-cost TLMs t

Stimulation

Practices and
developmental mitestones
March

* Rtis envisaged to celebrate *Shishy Diwas
convergenca with VHSND. During
Diwas, children who have not
the developmental milestones shall be
assessed by ANM/ MO, and referred
needed) for further management.

Navchetana, to guide
AWWSs integrated o
Poshan Tracker.

A dedicated age
appropriate caregive
event, “Shishu Diwas,” fo
monthly interaction
between AWWs and
parents/ caregivers.

Under PBPB, training is provided o ANW
on low cost TLM. Examples inchude
bottle with grains, soft cotton doths, st=i
steel bowl & spoans etc. Further, Ratties
Teethers, Squeaky Toys, Soft
Pyramid Rings etc. may be provided

AWWSs for Home Visit as well.

; itionall « Develo full « 249 unique videos, 190 voice notes, +1230Q
5. [ECCE fo.r ch||dre;n g:gz:;p be'nsecéll.d dmgge Learni:g content. unigue ] adn\n\y POFs etc. based
(three 1o SiX yure) 10 riate leamin ECCE Aadharsh‘t\a h'c;NQ been uploaded an Po *_ =
improve school approp AWWS/ AWHY  * 100% Tracker in Hindi and Engiish. The W
readiness corfantfor s Corltficete crealion of these videos into 1Q more ndan,
and pamiis: (Vidyararmoh \anguages are curtenty under process.
Provide ECC certificates)

stributi tof « States/ UTs have been advised, Vide lefte
Vidyarambh distribution - _
cernﬁc&\t:a ss) (to ychlldren children (5-6 years dated 25;0:@02@ 0 distribue
Coificao preschool completing PSE a Camﬁca. mec&w compleNing
complgtmg at AWCs AWCs annually. education at
education ;

recognise achievements
and motivate continued
learning.

« Monthly ECCE Day| - Guidelines for mﬂﬂt_g n'u?;ﬁw E -:
and Yoga Daytob Days Was \ssued vide Ministry \amrm At
y 29.11.2023. Ministry of AYUSH, :

‘.&‘
e 4‘9‘.& s .é i
(¥ scanned with OKEN Scanner



mindfulness,

development
among children.

!

2027]

o« States / UTs to
screen100%

children enrolled at|
AWC.

[Timeline: 31* December
2028]

children of
years and Vidyaraméh ‘
given to every eligible child ﬁt‘mﬁon:l;
to primary school.

ing of children Embed a module withinl « States/UTs to| For children aged 0-3 years, developmental
r developmental Poshan Tracker to screen screen 50% - milestones are being recorded on Poshary
delays and referrals. children for] children enrolled at' Tracker through the revised HVS. To ensurey
developmental delayii AWC. tmely referral of children to appropriatel

:;1::“" t:::ﬁarral whereve [Timeline: 31* December medical facility, MoHFW has

been requested|
to facilitate re-assessment of these children|
by ANMs/Medical Officers during VHSNDs,

followed by approprate referral.

Under the Samagra Shishu Bal Swasth
Karyakram (SS8SK), the Heaith

MUW, developmental delays). Five j
home visits by AWWs and ASHAs have
institutionalised at Day 28, 42-60 days,
months, 9 months and 11-12 months.

§ |

e "“‘“""-!a-—sz‘
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" gcreening of children for the 4 'D's: Defects

RBSK Mobile Health Teams shall undertake
at birth, Diseases, Deficencies and
Developmental delays/ disabilities durng
their biannual visits to AWCs and provide
appropriate referral, treatment, intervention
and follow-up.

States and UTs are requested to ensure
that above mentioned engagements
conducted uninterrupted and all childra\
enrolled at AWCs are i the abo
facilities without fail.

Bui\ding (¢} -

functionaries

States/ UTs to conduct
cascade training at State,
District and Project levels.

« Totrainall AWWSsin
Round 1

[Timeline: 31%' March

« Champion AWWSs will be(2026)

identified from each

project/ block/ district to
share field experiences to
foster collective learning
and motivation.

« States/ UTs to establish
ECCE Resource Pool of
Master Trainers at|
Districtt Block level for
further refresher
trainings.

« Totrainall AWWsin
Round 2

[Timeline: 31 December
2027] be

States/UTs are requested to get
Round 1 training under PBPB

in respect of all AWWSs. it shall be
that all AWWs have received Round 1
training under PBPB.

States/ UTs are requested to expedite
Round 2 trainings of SLMTs,
AWWs and AWWs so that it
completed before 31.12.2027.

» States/UTs to upgrade
an AWCs with improved

. 2 lakh AWCs to be

upgraded as

ECCE facilities (LED and
other audio-visual aid
with WiFi/ Internet facilit

Saksham AWC.

To establish 2,500
new AWCs in

States/ UTs have been advised to priaritize
Infrastructure upgradation of existing AWCS

and ensure construction of new AWCs in
uncoverad areas.

(¥ scanned with OKEN Scanner



1.

12. |Strengthening
Convergence

wherever feasible, B
Paintings,
Mmaterials).

ensure construction ¢

new AWCs in uncovered
areas. '

States/ UTs to establish

new AWCs in PVTG andJ

tribal areas in
convergence with PM-
JANMAN and DAJGUA.

States/ UTs to co-locate

* 4 lakh AWCs to be
upgraded as|
Saksham AWC.

* To establish 3375
new AWCs in

PVTG and tribal
areas.

J[‘I‘Imellne: 31*' December
2028]

!
}
i
|
{
!
i
b

DoSE&L, MoE

13.

with

AWCs running in rented
the building with primary|

schools wherever,
feasible.

Mapping of rest of the

States/ UTs to co-

locate 10,000
additional AWCs
with primary
schools.

[Timeline: 31" March

027]

AWCs with the nearest
school to promote smooth
transition of all children
from AWCs to formal
schooling.

» States/ UTs to map!
all AWCs (100%)
with the nearest
primary schools.

[Timeline: 30"

June
028)

States/ UTs are requested to co-ocate
More and more AWCs, particulariy thosa
in rented buildings, within the premises!

or near Gowvt. primary school, wherevesi
feasible. \

it b s |
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14. avarag,:ing Digitall . Facilitate int :
Integration and Da RCH 2.0 States 7 75

Systems for ID for zerg to Nsure 9
continuum of care children enrolledsei:; g\:%s "o (zero ':g“ﬁ th
o enableg better years) have ABHA icker application.
monitoring of healn ID. . ln‘lagra‘l?on with RCH 2.0 and UDISE+ are
nutrition and * Sists UTs 1 under discussion with MoHFW.
d?VEiODmenlal ensure 50% ¢ States/ UTs are requested to ensure
milestones, children (three t t least 50% of children (zero to six
v Fediignsd ‘ S  years) ar have ABHA ID) and 50% of children
ntegration with issued an APAAR to six years have APAAR ID by 31.3.2027.
UDISE+  through the Bt .
generation of APAAR ID
for three to six yearghlimeline: 31 March
children  enrolleq af2027]
15. AWCs. States/UTs t » Statess UTs to
ensure  coverage of ensure 100%)|
APAAR ID for enrolled children (zero to six|
children. years) have ABHA
ID.
» States/ UTs to
ensure 100%
children (three igl
six years) ar
. : = issued an APAAR
ID. '
[Timeline: 31* March
2028])
; « States/ UTs to form{ « Guidelines for constituion of Anganwadi
=5 ing Caregiveri » Engage Mother fn a?::;:gj community-based Management Committees (AMCs) have
ndl e Community] Mahila e groups at every| been issued to States/UTs vide letter d A
Engagement in ECCE Community- a?BsHGs i Anganwadi Centre. 25.7.2026 to promote and strengthen L
support groups - caregiver and community engagement

R
_ ECCE. So far 3,38,660 AMCs have
= il 00
XY XLV
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convergence with MoRD| « Undertake Mas:[ formed. States and O‘l’s
and MoPR. media campaign for each AWC by the end of

Undertake mass media at State Levael. 2026 so that AMCs could take up
campaign on ‘Poshan Bhi functions envisaged for them.
Padhai Bhi' forl Minis
" t . try of Rural Development nsuued
awareness generation. 22;'7']’“""' 31% October advisory on 08.4.2026 to State
Directors, direcﬁngSHGsbacﬁvdym

caregiver and community engagement inf
ECCE. State Rural Livelihood Missions!
(SRLMs) have to identify ncdal officers for
coordination with DoWCD. conduciing;
sensitization sessions, disseminating EC
materials, mobilizing SHG members, andl
supporting community-based ocutreach
activiies o enhance awareness and
participation in ECCE (copy endicsed). 5

e Ministry of Panchayati Raj has afsc issuved!
advisory, vide letter dated 17.4.2026, to alll
States and UTs to leverage PRis for
promotion of community ownership and|
participation in the functioning of AWCs:
through active engagement of Mother'si

Groups and other muty—baaed
institutions; faclitation of

activities and awareness campaigns ‘o
sensitize families and communities about
importance of nutrition and ECCE (
enclosed).

« Respective State Departments may
approached so that
engagement activities through
and PRIis could be taken up.

0
B
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* Further plan for multimodal mass media
campaign on “Poshan Bhi Padhai Bhi”

may also be formulated and implemented

ACTION TAKEN STATUS ON ADDITIONAL ACTION ITEMS

I. Recommendation ction items Targets &lAction Taken

0. Timeline

17. ICSR—-!ed Infrastructure’ - States toleverage CSR support, inMoWCD Pankhudi Portal on CSR had been
Upgradation |

coordination with  corporateswith DFS
banks and PSUs, for infrastructureland MoCA
upgradation of Anganwadi
Centres, with the objective o
converting them into child-friendly|[Timeline:
play-school-like spaces. 31
December
2026]

launched in January 2026 as a
comprehensive digital platform for those)
who wish to support initiatives in nutrition,
early childhood care & education, child
welfare, and women's empawerment.

A CSR PMU headed by Joint Secretary,
WCD has been constituted.

Nutrition-  Strengthening  Anganwadi
Infrastructure has been declared by
Department of Public Enterprise as one o
the themes to align CSR expenditure o
CPSEs for FY26-27 and FY27-28.

Pathways for CSR investment have been

streamlined and communicated t
States/UTs.

States and UT shall actively pursue
with CPSEs and Companies to
maximise CSR funding fo
upgradation of Anganwadi Centres.

with the objective of converting the

(¥ scanned with OKEN Scanner
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into child4riendly, play
spaces.

18.

role of family &
unity in chil

(Strengthenin

ity
ement)

j

States to strengthen community
ownership of Anganwadi Centres|
through initiatives such as Tithi

MoWCD

Bhojan, community meals and|[Timeline:
celebrations; 31

Adoption of Anganwadis Dby
universities / colleges;

Student engagement through
intemships and fieldwork;

Birthday celebrations by
secondary school students;

Community donations of toys,
clothes and learning materials;

Parent (including fathers’)
participation;
Organisation of community-based

competitions on nutrition and
childcare practices.

December

2026]

Guidelines for constitution of Anga =
Management Committees (AMCs) hav >
been issued lo States/UTs wvide letle
dated 25 July 2026 to snGthe
community ownership and particpation i
the functioning of AWCs and i
conducting community-based acti
for sensitizing families and comm
on ECCE.

The AMC will function as an all-w
committee to support AWWs an
enhance community ownership. Rts ke
objectives include strengthening ef
for eradication of malnutriion, '
developmental delays, improving d
of Anganwadi services, At
awareness on responsive c_-.aregmng.

maternal nutrition and hem@el:j
behaviour, promoting ECCE.

facilitating convergence wath health|
education, and local govemancsy
systems.

The AMC shall also promote commuruty|
participation through the organisaton
local events such as Tithi Bhog@an

community meals, donation drive on Wys,
clothes, and leaming 1
encouragement of parental
including fathers, and conduct
community-based competiions
awareness _programmes on — S
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- 02.4.2026 has issued advisory to

early stimulation, ang onild caw
practices.

States and UTs shall form AMCs fo
each AWC by the end of Novembe
2026 so that AMCs could take up

functions envisaged for them.

The matter regarding the adoption
Anganwadis by universities / colleges
student engagement through intemshi
and fieldwork, UGC vide DO

Higher Education Institutions (HEls)
actively engage with nearby AWCs
strengthen ECCE for children aged
years, adopt five to six nearby AWCs fo
long-term mentorship and communi
engagement and integrate Anganwadi
engagement into academic fieldwork,
internship programmes, dissertations o
structured community outreach activities.

States and UTs shall take up the matte
also with of State University  .and|
colleges persuading them to inteq
the recommendations in curriculum
that it continues to take place as
natural part of the process.

Similarly, visit of secondary

students to nearby Anganwadi C
may also be institutionalised.
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19. ICo-location of =« At the time of construction, 2-3MoWCD « Department of School
Anganwadi with schools rooms may be dedicated Literacy (DoSEL)

Anganwadi. :

[Timeline: availability of space for construction
31" AWCs within or near primary school
December premises, by incorporafing provisions in
2026] construction plans hwough)
renovation/expansion of existing s
infrastructure in coordination with
WCD Department.

o States and UTs shall incorporate the
recommendation in official schoo
education guidelines to formalize ai
regulatory framework so -
whenever construction -
work is taken up, construction
rooms for AWC :
becomes part of the pilan.

20. [School exposure visits « School exposure visits to beMoWCD « DoSEL has advised Siate
2 organised to improve schoo Departments to facilitate exposure
readiness among Anganwadi along with parents twice a year for
children. [Timeline: AWC children in the age group of
31%¢ years to the nearby primary school for
December exposure and ensuring smooth transition|
2026] to formal schodling.

* States and UTs shall ensure that
school exposure visits have
formalised and visits are
twice each year.

21. Parental Awareness on| « Develop and disseminate simple,|MoWCD = ——
Childhood Brai easy-to-understand  animation ::Imshyl &tﬁmgﬂd Family Weifare
vigdeos fOCuQng on

evelopment and videos on newborn care, child
breastfeeding, and parent-infan h°°d_ care, newbom  care,
breastfeeding and pareat—infan
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interaction to promote early brain|[Timeline: ’
development, to be shown to/31*
parents during hospital stays folDecember

institutional deliveries, with a focus/2026] "

on parents from economically
weaker sections. -

Develop and document a

N

interaction. IEC videos also : \
traditional child care practices rooted |

evidence-based indigenous knowledge.

These videos have been shared

the States and UTs. States and UT:
shall disseminated the videos
parents and caregivers and shown
parents during hospital stays
institutional deliveries. Videos S

repository of traditional child care
practices and share with new
parents. also be shown on screens at
and health centres to
awareness.
. R
PSRy
,rf’"l o%? W?.
o J‘,:op ”ca ¢
"oy U’lf
7/
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E Comp No- 3570 540
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Gavernment o India

Dapariment of Higher Education
Ministry of Education
Meow Dethl

D.0. No. 16-2/2026-8kt.| @ Dated:29.,09.2028
o

® 'J .
Sdn I,
| am writing in connection with the organizing of the fifth edition of Kashi Tami
Sangamam (KT$S 5.0) from 28th November, 2028 to 12th December, 2028.

T o -
¢ Setebrate, reaffirm and strengthen the age-old civilisational links
_The first and second editions of Kashi Tamil Sangama

ﬁmﬁb@'ﬁ?m asteemed presence of the Hon'ble Prime Minister.

qG s 7
The theme of KTS 5.0 will be “Thirukkural Payilvom - Thirukkural Abhyas Karen -

| and moral significance. .

3.
Thirukkural is a classical Tamil text of enduring ethica
e from Tamil Nadu will participate in seven

categories will be: Students; Teaghers.

4. It is expected that around 1,400 peop

groups of about 200 persons each. The seven '

Wrters and Media Professionals; Agriculture and Alied Sector; Professionals and Arisans.
ry will comprise of youth and

Women: and Spiritual. A major proportion of each catego

Wsmdem. '

% The tour of these participants will be of eight days, comprising four days of travel

and four days of visits and programmes. The groups will commence their journey on
successive days. The itinerary will include Varanasi, with cultural,

G\\ academic, domain-specific and spiritual engagements, inciuding the
Local visits to be curated by IRCTC, BHU and local administration.

8. Asin the previous editions, it has been decided that IIT-M and BHU will be the nodal

institutions for implementing KT § 5.0 in collaboration with the Govt. of UP.

7. In this regard, the tour itinerary is to be decided by BHU in consultation with the UP

Gowt., and the same will be ghared with IRCTC for making all arangements.

8. IRCTC will coordinate with the BHU Nodal Officers and the Development

Commissioner, Varanasi/District Administrations of Varanasi, Pra i for

facﬂitaﬁngﬂ\es(ayandbcalmihofmedﬁegiﬁshmmciﬁu. The Government of Uttar

Pradesh/Districi Ad sirations may kind ate the necesss mmem“ts in this

regard and extend requisite support to IRCTC for identification and booking of suitable
ts may also kindly be made for reserving beds at a local

hotels, Necessary arrangemen
hospital in Varanasi to meet any medical requirements during the programme. A copy of

concept note in this regard is enclosed.

9.  Government of Uttar Pradesh may undomlluj the outdoor publicity as was done
during the last years, so that local'people of Varanasi get Lo know about ﬂ: evesnt and

At Mg qaoll, sndyyw

afe
peeptl Gaur Mukerjee, 1A8
Secrelary

Kashi Tamil Sangamam, envisioned by the Hon'ble Prime Minister, was initiated 1o
; between Kashi and Tami
m were graced by the

Tamil Circuit in Kashi.

attend the special programmes for people-to-people connection.
@1, 21072, Y fi, 3fm -2, 7§ Relb-110001 .

Room No. 21072, °C’ Wing, Kartavya h
- . Bhavan-2. New Delhi:
Tel No. 011-24015070, E-mail ; myﬁga"m .z;_‘wom
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ations of Varanasl, Prf:.ﬂﬂf’j ""; )
ratory action and make af ':?ﬂ.. to be covered in \

ment and
ft in ensuring the su

Shri S.P. Goyal,

Chief Secretary,

B-Block, Lok Bhawan,

U.P. Secretariat, Vidhan Sabha Marg,
Lucknow,

Uttar Pradesh-226001
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“Celebrating the Bharativa Ekta”

1. Background

Kashi Tamil Sangamuni,
jative to celebrate the timeless bonds between Tamil Nadu an

of Ek Bharat Shrestha Bharat. It aimed
Prime Minister said that “Kashi
harat.' “This flow of spirit of

a brainchild of Hon'ble Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi, is an
d Kashi,

mspmhmml niti
strengthen the civilisational links and further the spirit
to bridge tradition and contemporary discourse. Hon'ble
Tamil Sangamam furthers the spirit of 'Ek Bharat, Shrestha B

'Ek Bharat, Shrestha Bharat’ is infusing the soul of our nation today.
for centuries. In

It is a celebration of a relationship that has been living in Bharatiya Saciety
ess p;lgnms, scholars

so far as Tamilnadu and Kashi.it was not a physical passage of countl
languages and living

and spiritual seekers but was a movement of ideas, philosophies,
traditions. The Sangamam rejuvenates this spirit, bringing alive a bond that has shared
Bharatiya cultural oneness for generations.

022, during the nationwide observance of Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav,

It was launched in 2
the 75th year of independence, with the vision of rediscovering the depth of India’s

civilizational heritage. The Kashi Tamil Sangamam was one such initiative that reaffirms the
cultural continuity that binds the country.and provided a platform to spotlight the ancient
connect that has guided spiritual thought, grtistic expression, scholarly exchange and trading

partnerships for centuries.
The initiative embodies the essence of Ek Bharat Shreshta Bharat, encouraging people to
understand and appreciate the richness and confluence of Bharatiya Culture beyond their own
imagination, Two premier Higher Education Institutions under the Ministry of Education, the
Indian Institute of Technology (IIT), Madras and Banaras Hindu University (BHU), Varanasi
are the Principal partners hosts of last four editions ‘of the Kashi Tamil Sangamam in
continuum since 2002, with the sippors of UP Government and the participation of Ten
Central ministries including Education, Railways, Culture, Tourl Texti
Broadcastin MBME E : o g

g, lectronics and Information Toohnology Youth Affairs and Sports,
etc. The last four editions of Kashl Tamil San ' e
mm gamam bmught together students, artisans,

8, spiritual leaders, teachers, cultural practitioners, small trad
) cs ers and self-employed,

% . 1
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| i A" S
SR ors. of the tWO regions together and facilitated exchange of idcas, cultural pfﬂctlct':s and % §
Sl le from Tamil Nadu and those living in Kashi. The '5%_
%

Jedge between the peop
{Yerent categories of people from Te
i Subramania Bharati an

ymil Nadu visited temples, Saranath,

" aditional know
centres of Kashi,

comprised di
the ancestral house of Mahakav
Prayagrdj and Ayodhya. They partici
cvents and exhibitions organised in Varanasi and interacted with
y In gearch of knowledge and

d other learning

poted in seminars, talks, cultural programmes, sporting
their Kashi counterparts.

2. Kashi Tamil Sangaman The Continuing Journe

experiencing the oncness _
From 1.0 to 40: The inspiring and continuing journey of Kashi Tamil Sangamam i
¢ bond between

search of knowledge and experiencing the oneness =
Kashi and other places of the country.

reweaving the ancien

journey in 2022, Kashi Tamil Sangaman has developed into 2 structured

Since its continuing
Tamil Nadu an

cultural and educational engagement between
expanded its SCOp€ through curated delegations, thematic focus areas, _academic int

heritage experiences and trade partnerships, which steadily strengthened the rel
artnerships among various groups bey

d Kashi. Each edition has
eractions,
ationship
between the two regions and enhanced the p ond their

spiritual obligations to visit Kashi for salvation.

Sangamam, held from 16th November to 15*

'ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi and set
the cultural bond between

The Inaugural edition of Kashi Tamil

December 2022, was addressed by Hon

foundation for subsequent editions of Sangamam and brought

Tamil Nadu and Kashi into public focus in a large manner.

representing 12 different walks of life — students,
cultural practitioners had
‘had an

Over 2500 people from Tamil Nadu,
teachers, artisans, farmers, writers, spiritual leaders, professionals,
travelled to Varanasi, myagaj and Ayodhya on 8-day tours, during which they
immersive experience of different aspects of life in and around Varanasi. The visited
l v .
:np.es, the.anwstral house of Mahakavi Subramania Bharati, Saranath and interacted with
mll-lpﬂhn. g communities in Varanasi. While exhibitions showcased handlooms,
dicrafts, ODOP products, books, and traditional cuisine, th i i

! _ | , the academic sessions, lecture-

_ and community interactions explored histori i _
amil Nadu and Kashi, The highi plored historical and literary ties between

of Tamil ghlight was tho celebration of th igai [ i

Nadu in Kashi 10 sho on of the Karthigai Decpam festival

Kathi. Thin Gyepg showcase that it coincides with the Dev vnli :
vyt 2 organised on the B ) Decpava festival of

& campus in Varanasi, s
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§" KTS 2.0 was held from 17" to 30™ December 2023 at Namo Ghat, Varanasl, again with
a Ihcmrf of strengthening Intellectunl and Cultural Tles among the two regions, with the
celebration of Agastya Jayanthi on 29" December 2023. 1t was inaugurated by Hon'ble PM
shri Narendra Modi at Varanasi on 17th December, 2023, with the first time ever real-time,
app-based translation of a part of Hon'ble PM's speech in ‘Tumil for the benefit of
visiting Tamil delegates, There were interaotive ncademic scssions with the same set of
professionals / working people from Tamil Nadu and Kashi, The Key highlights include
1435 delegates from Tamil Nadu across seven diverse categories participated in curated
cight-day tours covering Varanasi, Prayagraj and Ayodhya, including the places of visit
covered in the first edition, There was seven themed interactive academic session at Namo
Ghat with same set of people from Tamil Nadu and Varanasi. The major exhibition featuring
handlooms, handicrafts, books, regional cuisine along with cultural events from South and
North Zone artists attracted more than 2 lakh visitors from Varanasi and record sales. There
was strong digital footprint with a campaign reach of more than 8.5 crore citizens and 80 lakh
total reach with 2.5 lakh interactions across official KTS social media handles.

KTS 3.0

th
The Third edition of Kashi Tamil Sangamam (KTS 3. 0) was held from 15® to 24

February 2025 at Namo Ghat, Varanasi with more than 1400+ participants from Tamil

Nadu. It has taken ahead the modern times through Bridging the Indian knowledge and

tradition with contemporary discourse. It was an ongoing mission to foster deeper cultural
and intellectual ties between Tamil Nadu and Kashi. By highlighting the legacy of Sage

Agasthyar and bnngmg together diverse delegates, this initiative strengthened the bonds of
| Ilndxa s rich heritage, Indian Knowledge tradition and contributed to the spirit of Ek Bharat
Shrestha Bharat. As a unique feature of the third edition, an additional group of around 200
students of Tamil origin studying in various Centrai Universities were part of this event to
enliven the bond between Kashi and Tarml Nadu. Participation of youth in all categories was

encouraged in the third edition.

Keymgh“lm ﬂfsz 3!0! RO 3 ‘..._
o A dedicated thcmatw focus on Bage Agasthyar with exhibition and discussions

highlighting his contdbutions to Tamil and Sanskrit literature, linguistics, grammer,
phxlonophy, science, medicine, especially Bharatiya Knowledge traditions.
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| Nadu vigited important places in

Ayodhya. and especially newly
ve spiritual and cultural

groups from Tami

bh Meln) and
g delegatcs an immersi

Like last two editions the visiting

Varanasi, Prayagry (Maha Kum
inaugurated Sri Ram Mandir ofTerin,

cxperience

Workshops, seminars and interdiscipli
systems in the Tamil language with m
education aligned with NEP 2020’s emp.
The diverse group included students, teachers, write
SHG, DBHPS Pracharaks and youth innovators — ena

exchange and community connect. ~
KTS 3.0, separately for

There was a sideline immersive education programme during
exchanged their ideas and

that connect th

jons connecting ancient knowledge

nary sess
n and contemporary

odern rescarch, innovatio
hasis on Indian Knowledge Systems.
rs, artisans, entreprencurs,

bling meaningful cross-regional

women

L]
students from Central Universities in India, where they
experienced the ancient traditions rooted in Indian Society em with

Varanasi.

KTS 4.0

The Fourth Edition of Kashi Tamil Sangamam (KTS. 4.0) was held from December 2,
2025, to 15th December 2025, to carry forward the cultural and civilizational link between
Tamil Nadu and Kashi. The edition was anchored in “Let Us Learn Tamil — Tamil

Karkalam,” placing Tamil language learning and linguistic unity at the centre of the
alam-1 (Tamil teaching in Varanasi

Sangamam. The Key programmes included Tamil Kark
schools by 50 Hindi Teachers who are Pracharaks of Dakshin Bharat Hindi Prachar Sabha,

Tamil Nadu), Tamil Karkalam-2 (Tamil learning study tours for 300 students from BHU
and other colleges of Kashi region to 10 colleges in various places of Tamil Nadu) and

the Sage Agastya Vehicle Expedition (tracing the civilisational route from Tenkasi to
Kashi). While the event at Kashi symbolically concluded on 15® December 2025 for Tamil

Nadu participants, it has been extended to the visit to Rameshwaram by Tamil Nadu
participants of KTS 4.0 and ‘others on their own. Thus KTS 4.0 Sangamam uniquely
dictory Function at Rameswaram, on 30" December 2025

concluded with 8 grand Vale
coinciding with cultural and religious belief of Indians to conclude yatra starting from Kashi

to Rameshwaram or vice versa.

Participation from Tamil Nadu:
e A i
keeping with the expanded vision and in continuum to past editions, more than 2000

delegates from Tam
Il Nadu belonging to seven eg |
broad categories, students,
el , studen mﬁ__
.- a""‘*:'r.. :
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writers and media professionals,

those from » ,
Rriculture and allled sector fessionals
and artisans, women, and spiritual scholars, Participated In the .v.m.'lr :-:no Ghat

and at BHU, Kashl. Their participation ensured that the 8pirlt of the themne reaches diverse
sections of society, making Kashi Tamil Sangamam 4.0 both incl usive and fareaching o 1ts
jmpact.

KTS 4.0 Highlights of Tamll Karkalaw

o Kashi Tamil Sangamam 4.0 marks

the next chupter in this growing cultural confluence,
expanding both its scale and ambition,

oIt began on 2nd December 2025 and symbolically concluded at Kashi and continued with the
participation of 300 students from colleges of the Kashi region, especially Banaras Hindu
University. This edition retains the essence of the earlier Sanéamams.

» This fourth edition laid a sharper emphasis on linguistic learning and academic exchange, and
the celebrations culminate with a Valedictory Function at Rameswaram today on 30th
December 2025, symbolically completing the journey from Kashi, one of North India’s

holiest centres, to Rameshwaram, one of the most revered sites of Tamil spiritual heritage,
remembering the age-old cultural and religious practice in one’s life in India.

«The heart of Kashi Tamil Sangamam 4.0 lies in its theme “Let Us Learn Tamil — Tamil
Karkalam ” This edition places Tamil language learning at the centre of its vision, carrying
forward the belief that all Indian languages belong to a shared Bharatiya Bhasha family. The
theme conveys a simple but powerful message: linguistic diversity strengthens cultural unity.
This year's edition also introduces a stronger educational focus, with an emphasis on
language-based cultural exchange and youth engagement. It takes the idea of cultural oneness
beyond symbolism, by creating opportunities for students from the Kashi region to immerse

- ... themselves in the Tamil language and experience Tamil Nadu’s rich heritage firsthand.

A central initiative of KTS 4.0 is the stx-upt;ucd introduction-of Tamil learning, specifically in
the Kashi region. '

« .50 Hindi-knowing Tamil teachers, including DBHPS Pracharaks, deployed in 50 schools
across Varanasi from 2" December to 15® December 2025, and they taught more than
3000 students offline in 10 different schools in the Kashi region with specially published
learning kits by the Central Institute of Classical Tamil (CICT)

* Each mngr{égonductcd short-term 'PE!."f

T kARG e
students, covering bulq‘?on\fe:‘ikéﬁﬂuu,-. nunciation and alphabet.
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IL Mygum.]RCTC and the varanasi administration are & § s
. ; & o,
&
E

Tamil Department of BHU, CI
supported in coordination and logistics, |

1 overwhelming response from the schools and administration
g-term basis.

for continuing

There was @
Tamil Language Teaching on a lon

significant step towards expanding Ta

mil learning outside Tamil

This initiative represents a
moting linguistic inclusivity:

Nadu and pro
ersion for

-scale cducational imm

a
o Tamil Nadu

nplementing Tamil teaching in Uttar Pradesh is a large

dents from Ultar pradesh went t

Cor
il Nadu and leamnt the history and

youth from the Kashi region. 300 college stu
and stayed in 10 higher education institutes in Tam

wraditional practices of Tamil Nadu and Tamil language. .
rthern part of our Bharat gained direct

The programme ensured that young learners from no
exposure to Tamil language, heritage and contemporary cultural practices.

One of the most symbolic initiatives of KTS 4.0 is the Sage Agastya Vehicle Expedition
edded in Tamil and Indian tradition.

which retraces a civilisational route deeply emb
d reached Kashi

(SAVE),
Nadu on 2" December 2025 an

The expedition began at Tenkasi in Tamil
on 10 December 2025, coinciding with the celebration of Bharatiya Bhasha Day on

December 12, the Birthday of Mahakavi Subramanya Bharatiyar (This is the one of important

celebration initiated by the present Government. It followed the legendary path associated
ecting Tamil Nadu’s contribution to Indian knowledge systerms. The

with Sage Agastya, refl
ler Adi Veera Parakrama Pandiyan, who

journey also honoured the legacy of Pandiyan r
{tural oneness and built a Shiva temple, leading to

travelled north to spread the message of cu

the naming of Tenkasi (“Dakshin Kashi”) Along its route, the expedition highlights
civilisational linkages from the Chera, Chola, Pandya, Pallava, Chalukya and
Vijayanagara periods. It Tamil literature, Siddha
medicine, and shared heritag
movement of ideas, culture an
more than 2000 kilometres travelle

Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, Mahara'sh'tra. Madhya Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh.

.)-I-

promoted awareness of classical

e traditions. This expedition symbolized the deep historical
d spiritual Jearning between Tamil Nadu and Kashi. A total of

d by road during the journey and covered States of Tamil

i

s
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of Kashl Tamil Sangamam

strengthened
of lasting cultural continuum and promoteq n t::e age-old Kashi-Tamil Bond as a
atlonal unity.:

. ct Of K i i ‘
he impa ashi Tamil Sangamem wag visible across the country through pri
rough print,

gronic and social media,
ff": in the last edition, B Cfures of Cltizens eagerly watched the happenings in the event
an » Business Entreprencurs reached out on their own to join the

amam Wwith their qu tho
sm.‘g quest for business -opportunities and also enjoyed the cultural and
spinhml oneness.

Across its four editions, Kashi Tamil Sangamam has shown how cultural exchange
pecomes truly transformative when rooted in lived expelrience. Each edition has added a
distinct dimension to this journey: the large-scale cultural immersion of KTS 1.0, the
expanded public participation and thematic engagements of KTS 2.0, and the knowledge-
centred, Sage Agasthyar-focused discourse of KTS 3.0, With KTS 4,0, the Sangamanm enters
a new phase by placing Tamil language learning at the forefront, enabling two-way linguistic
engagement through Tamil Karkalam and structured study tours.

Together, these editions illustrate how the Sangamam has moved beyond a commemorative

cover Tamil heritage in

programme into 2 continuing cultural pathway. Delegates redis
Tamil Nadu firsthand;

Kashi’s ghats and temples; students from Uttar Pradesh experience

teachers introduce Tamil to new learners; and communities in both regions ‘connect Over

literature, crafts, cuisine and shared spiritual traditions.

This cumulative journey mirrors the core vision of Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat, where

national unity is strengthened through familiarity with each other’s languages, traditions and
perspectives. The rediscovery of ancient linkages, highlighted through initiatives like the
and the creation of contemporary learning spaces in

schools, universities and cultural venues reflect the EBSB emphasis on year-round cultural

and youth-driven participation.

Sage Agastya Vehicle Expedition,

exchange, linguistic appreciation
0 unfolded with a renewed linguistic and educational focus,

The Kashi Tamil Sangamam 4.
ilt through consistent interaction. By

dea that cultural understanding is bu
learning, and enabling meaningful people-to-people
contact, the Sangamam stands today as & lasting cultural continuum, decpening the timeless
relationship between Tamil Nadu and Kashi and enriching India’s unity through shared
civilisational experience, It 18 the endeavour of the Government to encourage and create

reinforcing the i
nurturing heritage, encouraging language

opportunities for similar events In & continuous manner by the peaple on their own in

different parts of the country. .

E R R
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proposed detalls of KTS 5.0

osed Dates (TBD): 28" November to 12" December
3, Prop

4. Proposed Number of Participants from Tamil Nadu: 1400 (
cach) (TBD)
5. Duration of Tour: 8 Days (4 for travel, 4 at site) 1 be given on youth and
6. Categories: 7 (Seven) (TBD). During the KT8 3. 0, the focus .Wl it postion ot
students, and accordingly each of the proposed categories will have ﬂ' e s i
Youth and Students from the relevant. There will be an upper age limit ©

7 Groups of 200 persons

to be selected
remaining persons to be covered under each category. All participants i o
ify fo
from Tamil Nadu will have to take a test on the Classical Text Thlrukkural and qua .
selection in the proposed Tour.

L STUDENTS -

a) Students (Colleges, Technical Institutions, Skill Institutions; and

b) ULLAS (adult education) students, studehts pursuing their continuing studies
while working, etc)

1I. TEACHERS -

a) Students pursuing their studies in Education (Diploma in Education, B.Ed /
~ M.Ed programme); and

b) Teachers in Colleges/Tech Institutions and Schools, Hindi Pracharaks of
DBHPS, Teachers of informal recognised schools, etc.
II. WRITERS & MEDIA PROFESSIONALS -
a) Students and Youth pursuing their degree in Media and J ournalism; and
b) Writers and Media Professionals, including Book Publishers (Academic as
well as others - Multilingual), Media content writers, éditors and social media
activists
IV, AGRI AND ALLIED SECTOR -
a) Students pursuing studies in. Agriculture, Anunal Husbandry Fishery sclences,
Agriculture Machinery & Implements

b) Farmers, Dairy and Anima] Husbandry people, Fishermen,

K
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\Tl.

VIL

pROFESSIONALS & ARTISANS .

a) Students & Youths pursuing

studies in Professional Accounts, Company
Secretary, Management, Law, Medicine (both Modern and Traditional) and
Students pursuing vocational and skil| cducation in

b) Small Entreprencurs, Start-up Beneficiaries, Professionals in Medicine, Law
and Accounts, Artisans (in the field of Handicrafls, decorative art, sculptors,
carpenters, textiles, artificial items, pottery, etc)

WOMEN -

a) Students and Youth from the female Catcgory

b) Women SHG, Mudra Loan, and Central Govt Scheme beneficiaries and Self-
Employed

SPIRITUAL - '

a) Students pursuing Higher Education in Vedic studies, Classical Music and
Classical Instruments from recognised universities/schools of Wls of
authorised Guru-Shishya Parampara Schools, Agama Studies in Vedic and
Indian Classical Scriptures ‘

b) Classical Singers and Spiritual Text Teachers (Thevmrfl,_ Thmwasagam:_
Nalayira Divya Prabandam, Thiruppugazh, etc.), Spiritual Orators
Temple Pujaris and Temple Workers.

i i Abhyas
7. Theme of KTS 5.0: «Thirukkural Payilvom — (Froaeprer wfred™) Thirukkural Abhy

karen”

The Thirukkural is the finest ethical and moral reatise in Tamil literature. It is bas:fd on th:l
Vedantic principles “Dhanna-Artha-Kama-Moks’ha”. The author of the classical te \

Thiruvalluva has divided his treatise into AT (Dharma), Artha FPonﬂ)- and mT ,;Km;;
and advocated that these three principles lead the way tf) Mukti (N‘Ioksha). Wi efnlt:Idia
goal of taking its timeless, universal values across the nation, the Union Government 0

has begn driving several key initiatives. As part of the initial phase, authentic translations are
iv

being published continupusly by the Cedtral Institute of Classical Tamil (CICT), which

functions under the Ministry of Bducation.

Published 80 far; 25 [ndian lasiguages and 9 foreign languages.

¥

Ready for release; 23 Indian languages and 7 forel‘gp languages.
Work in progress:‘ 24 Indian languages and 5 foreign languages.

9
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, glations serve a8 @ gateway fof students and the general p“bl.lc ﬁm diverse . ;Sé
e o states 10 ensily read, understand, and apply Thirukkural i0 their daily lives. S
inguis
ured as follows:

The Fifth edition of KTS will be gtruct

mme Structure:
tions will be decided by the

8. progr®

date and time of the In
according to the convenience of the VVIPs.

me of “Ek Bharat Shre
th KTS 5.0

augural and Valedictory Func

The
Ministrys

"~ the
of the awareness programme on the the sht Bharat,

As a part
d events arc planned along wi

following (no.) major allie
fKTS 50

0 students selected from

[l be brought together
ships for a month to
+ a research

(i) Studen ' Engagement Program Based on the them
As part of the Kash
cach of 1000 colleges through a Test from various Indian stat
to propagate Thirukkural. They will be offered a Rs. 10,000 intern

study the translated version of Thirukkural in their kn

paper through their college on the classical Text about
1l be imparted online one-hour orientati
n-answer Sess

depending on the

i Tamil Sangamam 5.0 event, the top 1,00
es wi

the unique moral values
on training by

classical text. These students wi
jon. The

CICT on the Thirukkural Text, followed by a 20-minute questio
1000 students will be divided into 20 batches of 50 each (approx.),

language the students have opted for to study Thirukkural.

Subsequently, they will have to do the following activities in their own college to
popularise Thirukkural:-

e-hour presentation/lecture in their own college under a guided

(i) They will make a on
faculty;

f

o learn and teach at least 10 important Thirukkural both in Tamil and in

(ii) They will try t
and

a translated version of their own language; _
Supporting Documents for this purpose will be uploaded in the CICT website for
¢ and values revealed in Thirukkural.

learning and disseminating the knowledg

i
mewmﬂwr o popularise the Theme of

( Dighat and Sodi i Carnpagns
10
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obile Apps: Developing free mobjjc applicati
tons in

/e couplets, meanings, and audio pronunclation every state language featuring
8.
. Short Films & Animntl :
e lon: Creating and releasing 20/3D animated stori
Thi concepts on.YouTube and OTT platfo e stores based on
rimy,

+ National Confer . w
ences: Organizing an annual "National Thirukkural Conference” in

major Indian citi : |
: ties to foster discussion among scholats of various languages.

« Public Di : Di '
! _ isplays: Displaying couplets along with their translations on digital boards in
railway stations, airports, and highway toll plazas under a trilingual model (Tamil, Hindi,

and local state language).

(iii)Effective Methods to Reach Non-Tamil Speaking Students

interest. The

Presenting classical poetry in its complex verse form can diminish student

following creative approéches can engage students effectively:

(i) Daily Kural Initiative
« Encourage students during morning school assgmblies to recite one couplet daily
alongside its translation in Hindi or their local state language.

« Display a daily couplet on classroom blackboards/notice boards.

(ii) Storytelling Method

Teaching the core ethics of Thirukkural through short stories captivates young minds

#

better.
. Example: Themes
(Virundhombal) can be taught through skits, plays,

like "Gratitude" (Seinnandri  Arithal) or "Hospitality"

or comic books.

(iif) Gamification and Competitions (Kural Ottam - Kural Run)

. Educational Games: Developing mobile games centred around unscrambling couplets

or matching meanings.
+ National Competitions: Hosting national-level elocution, essay, and art competitions,
awarding certificates and "Thiruvalluvar Scholarships" to winning pon-Tamil students.

(iv) Cultural Exchange Programs
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" Tamil Nadu
Under the government's "Ek Bharat Shreshtha ——
ities in other states

schools/colleges/universities can partner with achools/colleges/univers!

to exchange Thirukkural-based learning materials as a primary focus item.

i

(v) Multilingual Audio Guldes (Audiobooks & Podensts)

Releasing musical recitations and simplificd cxplanatory commentary Of strcaming

platforms like Spotify and YouTube Music for easy listening.

This allied programme aims to spread the theme of KTS 5.0 that the Thirukural
does not belong exclusively to Tamils; it is a universal guiding light for all humanity:
With structured planning, modern technology, and educational collaboration. the moral

wisdom of Thirukkural can be effectively brought to students in every corner of India.

6. Sclection of delegates, travel and other logistic arrangements o

e IIT Madras will be the coordinating Institution from Chennai, Tamil Nadu and BHU,
Varanasi will be the coordinating Institution at Varanasi, Uttar Pradesh, as before.
e 1T Madras will call for applications for participation through the portal under 7

categories, select candidates as dope in the last 3 Phases

e IIT Ma&ras will engage IRCTC to manage the movement of delegates from end to end.
This will include a train journey between Tamil Nadu and Varanasi, bus travel to places
around Varanasi, local transport, hotel: stays in Varanasi and other identified places, all

meals throughout the tour, local visits, and all facilitation.
e The tour itinerary will be decided by BHU in consultation with the State Govt., so as to

cover the 5 Ps as in Yuva Sangam — Parampara, Pragati, Praudyogiki, Paryatan, People to
People connect. BHU, Varanasi, in consultation with UP Government/District
Administrations, will convey the local tour itinerary to IRCTC for making all
arrangements.

e IRCTC will collaborate with BHU Nodal officers and Dev Commissioner at Varanasi/
District Admin of other identified cities to facilitate stay aﬁd local visit of delegates

¢ Delegates will travel by AC III Tier coaches

® Food, shawls/blankets / warm clothing, first aid, etc., will be provided to delegates
during the tour

®  Flag of function will be held at Chennai; welcome function at Varanasi station

13 ,
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varanasi and A
' A Tf*dhya. they will sy |, hotef
" :
% ;:”m e IOCaI administragip ®l8 being booked by IRCTC in
Ly a » Warm clogh; ;
& 'The e docllnﬂn bedding, ete., wil| pe ensured for defega
¢ 0 CRa
Varanasi , on call, ang beds will pe reserved !: tl:: local hospital
ocal hospital at
e Quality of hotelg, |
v DUSes el hy
cleanliness Ye 10 bo of Bood quality with special attention to

Adequate arrangey
e
gements of volunteery und translators (Tamil - Hindiy should be made

Delegate Itinerary (TBD)

2dayso i
X ys onward journey - 2 days return; 4 days of visit
ay L at Varanasi - visit to Kashi Vishwanath and other temples, Sarnath, Ganga Arati,
Ghat visit, ete,
Day 2 at Varanasi - Doma&mspeeiﬁe programmes
Day 3 - Prayagraj (or any other city) - the local visits to be curated by IRCTC, BHU
and local administration. Night stay on Day 3 will be at Ayodhya ;
Day 4 — Ayodhya (or any other city) - the local visits to be curated by IRCTC, BHU and

local administration.

Tentative Schedule (As obtained from IRCTC

TENTATIVE TRAINS ON DEMAND
(TOD) PLAN FOR KASHI TAMIL SANGAMAM 5.0 -
To be provided by IRCTC / Ministry of Railways

Onward Journey from Tamil Nadu Days

BAT | Date& Seosidine ’ ' _ Av:il:bl
= Day s Station - —
NO. Dep

] Chennai

2 Kanniyakumari

3 Coimbatore

4 Chennai

3 Kanniyakumari

13
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/&"’r Coimbatore _\

7 Chennal
F Return Journey to Tamll Nadu J
BATCH | Departure | Train
NO, Station No.
1 Banaras 1
2 Banaras 2
3 Banaras 3
4 Banaras 4
S Banaras 5
6 Banaras 6
7 Banaras 7 ) J
Note: '

1. Tentative train plan based on previous notifications .

2. Train plan subject to allotment of rakes and approval of timings from Railway Board
8. Domain Specific Programmes

(To be developed in consultation with BHU)

/ 1. Cultural Immersion .

Cultural troupes of M/o Culture or State Govt can perform at a specially fumnished auditorium
at Namo Ghat, which is the ideal place, as it could attract at least 5000 locals as well as
school students from UP per day. An amphitheatre, space for stalls, etc are available there. It

has easy approach roads for vehicles and is'also nearer to local people.

2. Cuisine and Local Arts and Crafts
Visits to identified centres, such as the handloom handicraft centre in Varanasi, local food

outlets, and markets, will be part of the programme. There will be handicraft and handloom
outlets from Tamil Nadu and UP for attendees at the programme's main venue,

3, Tamil Circuit

As 8 part of experiencing the rich cul_mnﬂ bonding between Tamil Nadu, the participants
from Tamil Nadu will be taken to the ancestral Houso of Mahakavi Subramanya Bharatiyar,
-+ Kedar Ghat, Kasi Madam in the Little Tamil Nadu Area. They will also have a visit to the

BHU Tamil Department for an academic and Literary iritoraction. At thes places, the locals

14
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greetin "

0 Kash.'q; in Tami: Vanakkam Bharat” & "Kasi Ungalai

2 ¥ v There will pe Interaction “with Tamil-speaking
YOgryj and Ayodhy, Snge Thiruvalluvar Pictures with

displayed in K
classi ashi, Prayagraj and
ssical text based op the principles Vel gfaj and Ayodhya to popularise the

Varverkirathy" (Welcome t
academics ang residents
Thirukkural will also be

4. Spiritual Cireuit
The spiry inews o
Pifitual eircuit would include the spiritual places at Kasi, Prayagraj and Ayodhya.

9. Awareness Generation

® 6-7 identified institutions in Tamil Nadu would organise seminars during October
2026, create awareness about the programme, so that people can register, and to
disseminate the messages of KTS, like oneness in diversi ty (anekta me ekta), cultural
and other bonds between Tamil Nadu and Kashi, etc. :

BHU / State Government of UP can do the outdoor publicity as was done during the
last two years, so that local people of Varanasi get to know about the event and attend

the special programmes for people-to-people connection.
Spiritual Heads, VIPs and celebrities having Tamil or Varanasi links need to be

identified and used for campaign and publicity.
Regular Press Briefings, Articles and other social media interaction should be

arranged from Delhi, Varanasi and Chennai.

10.  Offices for coordination
® OneatlITM

e Oneat BHU .
fedr ko

5. Budget Estimates (Tentative)

Expenditure to be incurred by Coordinator in Chennai

Amount (in Rs.)

ISL No. I Header

/ 1 Mobility of delegates, their stay and food 7,00,00,000
arrangements, (to be done through IRCTC)

|2 | Advertisement & Branding (IRCTC and others) 3,50,00,000

|3 | Administrative Cost’ , ' 1,00,00,000

[4. l Internship Assistance to 1000 students from 1000 1,00,00,000
colleges@ Rs. 10,000 each

EX | Miscellaneous Expenditure for events in Tamil Nadu 1,50,00,000

14,00,00,000

| Total _
Expenditure {0 be incurred by Coordinator in Varanasi

15
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—[ Components for which expenditure incurred

Amount (m Rs.)
"Pandal, Tent, Stalls, Cottages, Invitations, mementoes. Rs. 35000000 -
shawls, fumiture, etc,
Photography, videpgmphy. multimedia, TV. Radio. Rs. 1.50.00.000/ -
etc.
EN Hoardings, banncrs. ads. In newspapers, etc. Rs.  73.00.000/-
ry Local Transporl, Accommodation and booking of Rs. 75.00.000/- |
travel tickets for dignitaries, special invitees and \
teaching contingent 1
Rs6.50.00.00ﬂ

On the whole, the total estimated expenditure under KTS 5.0 1o be mcwred by goordinators

at both the end will be around Rs. 20.50 Crores.

During the last edition of KTS 4.0, the expenditure was around Rs. 1986 crores for 2 ten-day

event.
122 ]
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